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Seil and Easdale Community Council 
 
Notes of Public Meeting  
Tuesday 25th January – Seil Island Hall 
 
1. Present:   

 
• Community Councillors:  Seumas Anderson (Chair), Mike Shaw, Heather Chaplin, 

Alan MacFadyen, Anne-Marie Robin, Charles Struthers, Tina Jordan, Chris Dugdale. 
 
• Council members: Cllr Elaine Robertson, Cllr Duncan MacIntyre 
 
• Members of the public: 9 including Police Constable Jeremy Moore and Jane 

Nichols (Sec) 
 

 
2. Apologies for absence:   

Martin Waddell, Cllr Donald MacDonald, Cllr Neil MacKay.  Robert Rae attended the last 
part of the meeting. 

 
3. Minutes of last meeting: 

One amendment was requested.  On page 2, item b.iii. the last sentence should read 
“Henry asked those present to consider that the height of the land at the turbine location 
combined with the height of the turbine itself, would begin to rival the highest point on 
the island.” 
 
The minutes were then proposed by Heather Chaplin and seconded by Ann Reid. 

 
4. Matters arising: 

 
a) Scottish Water 

 
i. Jane McKenzie could not attend this meeting, but has undertaken to attend the 

next one.  Charles Struthers has spoken to David Innes, who reports that as far as 
Scottish Water are concerned, all complainants have been contacted and either 
problems resolved or an action plan put in place.  Charles has also spoken to 
complainants, and they do not all necessarily agree with that viewpoint.  He urges 
complainants to keep him apprised of outstanding issues so they can be followed 
up.  Outstanding problems are mainly landscaping-related, as well as the lack of 
covers on the sewage tanks allowing a view of their contents. 
 

ii. Charles will write to Scottish Water, identifying the community council as a 
complainant due to outstanding issues on public land such as the screening of the 
green control boxes.  He will ask for a meeting comprised of a small number of 
Community Councillors, Argyll and Bute Councillors and Scottish Water 
representatives. Charles will draft an agenda and forward to Cllr MacIntyre to add 
his contribution.  At the meeting, Scottish Water will be asked to provide an action 
plan for all outstanding works. 
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Local Roads Update 
 

iii. There has been widespread frost damage to roads throughout Argyll.  The council 
is expecting delivery next month of two new machines for repairing potholes.  Cllr 
MacIntyre noted that due to the council budget cuts, they are having to prioritise 
more than ever.  They do however recognise the extent of the damage and are 
tackling routes on a priority basis.  Although Cuan Road is very badly affected, it 
would be considered low priority. 
 

iv. Charles asked that if potholes are causing concern, they should be reported by 
members of the public on 01546 605314, following which they will go out as a 
scheduled repair.  If the extent or location of damage could be considered an 
emergency, the individual should ring Jacksons Quarry on 01631 563264.  PC 
Jeremy Moore added that if a vehicle gets stuck in a pothole and is therefore 
causing an obstruction to the highway, they should dial 999 and the police will 
attend to prevent any accident occurring.  On the question of liability in the case of 
an accident caused by a pothole, the opinion was that it is the responsibility of the 
driver to be able to bring their vehicle safely to a halt to avoid obstructions, 
including potholes. Sarah Wilson reported that she had trouble finding the pothole 
reporting form on the council website – Charles will investigate. 
 

v. Following the appearance of cracks in Kilninver Bridge, the structure has been 
surveyed, the cracks filled, and the situation will be monitored. 
 

vi. In response to a large number of requests for a bus shelter in Ellenabeich, 
Charles has been making enquiries.  He has received photographs from the 
council of two possible designs, one plain and one with Victorian styling more in 
keeping with a conservation area.  The same designs have been considered in the 
past and rejected as inappropriate for the unique location.  Charles proposed that 
we put together our own design, with for example slate gables and Perspex 
panels, and ask the council for a grant to assist with finance.  Peter Withall 
produced a design some years ago which was not implemented due to the high 
cost, but this could possibly be used as a starting point.  Mike Shaw also 
suggested asking the slate trust to contribute ideas or drawings.  George Doyle’s 
name was mentioned in relation to slate construction, as he was involved in the 
other slate construction in the square in Ellenabeich.  Heather commented that the 
structure would need to be sturdy enough to withstand the severe weather 
conditions often experienced there. 
 

b) Police Report 
 

PC Jeremy Moore reported that the Christmas drink-driving campaign had seen 
no convictions in the Seil and Easdale area, and there had been no serious 
incidents since Christmas.  The majority of calls to the police have been weather-
related.  He stated that Argyll and Bute Council have done a great job on the 
roads considering the conditions, and that the new type of salt now being used 
seems to be particularly effective.  With the longer daylight hours there is already 
an increase in bogus callers who could potentially be thieves, so members of the 
public should let the police know of any strange cars seen loitering in the area. 
 

c) Planning Matters 
 

There have been 7 planning applications: 
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10/02116/PP Inshaig House, 

Ellenabeich, Isle of Seil 
PA34 4RF 

Erection of summerhouse 

10/02131/PP Ullinich, Balvicar, Isle of 
Seil PA34 4TE 

Erection of extension 

10/02014/ADV Easdale Island Community 
Hall Easdale Island Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4TB  

Erection of illuminated free 
standing signboard 

10/02013/LIB Easdale Island Community 
Hall Easdale Island Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4TB  

Installation of 14 solar PV 
panels and air source heat 
pump 

10/02000/PP Land South East of 
Easdale Museum, Easdale 
Island, Oban PA34 4TB 

Erection of 6kw wind turbine 
with a maximum height of 17.75 
metres to blade tip 

10/02019/LIB Sealladh Na Mara, 
Ellenabeich, Isle of Seil 
PA34 4RQ 

Alterations and extensions to 
dwellinghouse 

10/02018/PP Sealladh Na Mara, 
Ellenabeich, Isle of Seil 
PA34 4RQ 

Alterations and extensions to 
dwellinghouse 

10/01729/PP Easdale Island Community 
Hall Easdale Island Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4TB  

Installation of solar PV panels 
and air source heat pump 

 
i. All four Easdale Island applications will be considered at the same time.  Keith 

Oversby noted that the wind turbine one is the second application, the first of 
which was withdrawn, having been in a slightly different location.  There were 80 
objections to the first one, including one from the community council, and the 
current one has already attracted over 50 objections and one expression of 
support.   As soon as Argyll and Bute Council have received all of the additional 
information on the application, such as technical data, there will be a period of 21 
days for remaining submissions to be made.  Fiona Scott has promised to let 
Julian Penny know when the 21-day period begins, and he will forward the 
information to the community council. 
 
It was made clear that a submission will be made by the community council on the 
current 3 applications.  Mike Shaw suggested that in order to try to come to an 
agreeable solution, the community council could also arrange a meeting between 
all interested parties, and offer to mediate.  Tina pointed out that this may not be 
possible within the 21-day limit, so it is important to recognise the two different 
tasks of making a submission on the current applications, and trying to find an 
alternative solution, and that both need to be pursued.  Examples of suggested 
compromise included finding a quieter air source heat pump, and locating the 
illuminated sign in the window of the hall instead of it being freestanding. 
 

ii. There has been an application lodged for two additional moorings in Easdale 
Sound.  Charts showing the proposed sites were considered by the meeting.  Alan 
MacFadyen provided clarification of the sites, stating that one was a running 
mooring from the shore and one was a deep-water mooring, and that in his 
opinion they posed no obstruction to traffic.  There was some debate about 
whether the markers that have been put down are in the same place as those 
indicated on the plans, but the opinion of the meeting was that if the owner places 
the moorings in the wrong place, they will be asked to move them.  No objection 
will be made by the community council. 
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iii. There was an update on the pre-application consultation paper for the marine pen 
fish farm opposite Ardmaddy Bay to be moved and increased in size, and the type 
of farming operation to be changed from mussels to salmon.  Stuart Reid reported 
that David Ainsley would be happy to come and address a meeting on the issue, 
although a copy of a briefing paper written by Dave has already been received by 
the community council.  Charles reported that there is a likelihood of a barge being 
added, which would be lit up at night, and also possibly lighting at night to 
increase production.  Overall this would present visual pollution for anyone with a 
view of the location.  Prompted by Alan, the meeting agreed that fish farms 
provide a vital source of local employment, and the operator has established a 
good reputation in the area, so it is important to ensure that any submissions are 
carefully considered.  There was a discussion about the policy of rotating the 
location of fish farms, which is designed to leave the old location fallow and allow 
the sea bed to recover.  There was also discussion about the doubling of the size 
of the farm and the corresponding doubling of waste products, although the move 
to a location with increased water flow will presumably help to alleviate any 
problems. 
 

d) Raera and Clachan Wind Farm update 
 
i. The Raera application was unanimously rejected by the planning committee.  

It may now go to an appeal.  
 

ii. It is likely that the planning application for Clachan wind farm will be made in 
February.  Before that, there will probably be a leaflet campaign and a public 
meeting. 

 
e) Health Matters 
 

Tina Jordan reported that all health meetings in December had been cancelled due to 
the weather, and Cllr Robertson added that the same happened in January.  Keith 
Oversby gave a brief update on the helicopter medical evacuation on Easdale Island.  
A visit by pilots to survey the proposed landing site, and also from the insurance 
assessor, had been expected, but these had been postponed due to the weather 
conditions. The Scottish Ambulance Service will be chased up on these matters.  A 
recent helicopter evacuation could not take place due to fog in Glasgow preventing 
the helicopter from taking off, and also mist on Easdale which would have prevented 
a landing.  The patient was transported by ferry assisted by other residents, as the 
ambulance service won’t participate in evacuation by ferry, and have even stopped 
outpatient transfers by ferry.  This was not PC Moore’s understanding of the 
arrangement, as he thought there were still cases in which the ambulance service 
could make exceptions. 

 
f) Community Engagement Meeting 

 
i. Mike Shaw attended, and two other councillors attempted to get there but could 

not find the venue.  The Secretary will email the council to request better 
signposting of the venue for future meetings. 
 

ii. There were no particular matters of importance to discuss.  Cllr MacIntyre 
reported on a discussion about the meeting as a means of establishing wider 
communications with other large organisations such as Scottish Water, in order to 
get decisions on key issues.  Cllr Robertson added that there are many issues 
pertinent to all community councils, so it is much more effective to have them all 
together.  It also makes community councils aware of what is happening in other 
community areas. 
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5. Other Business 
 
a) North Argyll Voluntary Car Scheme 

 
Margaret Anfield gave the background to the scheme, which was first 
established in April 2003.  In the beginning there was a minibus which could be 
used, but lack of funding for maintenance meant it had to be phased out. 
 
Growth in service use has seen the number of journeys increase from 8 in July 
2003 to 125 in October 2010.  In October 2006 the service was extended to 
Dalmally and Taynuilt.  The scheme has now separated from North Argyll 
Transport Forum and become a charity in its own right, with a committee of 7 
members including a passenger representative.  It receives funding from the 
Council, Lloyds TSB and many other places.  Funding from the Council may not 
be large but it encourages other organisations to contribute. 
 
Journeys can be almost anything from a lift to the surgery to shopping in Oban.  
They can’t undertake all journeys that patient transport can do, due to individual 
patient requirements.  There are currently 53 passengers and 33 drivers in this 
area, and Margaret would welcome more volunteer drivers as well as greater use 
of the scheme. 
 
Drivers receive expenses of 35 pence per mile for each journey undertaken.  To 
help cover the costs, passengers pay 25 pence per mile, to a maximum of £6.00.  
Both passengers and drivers can contact the scheme by telephoning Margaret 
on 300368. 
 

b) Argyll and Bute Council Austerity Measures 
 
Cllrs MacIntyre and Robertson answered questions about the Council’s funding 
cuts and likely restrictions in public services: 
 

• The bus service delivers both public and school transport.  Aside from the 
statutory nature of the school services which operate at both ends of the 
day, it is important to maintain lifeline services.  As Seil bus service has 
been successful and well used, and pays for itself, it is likely that it will 
continue.  There was concern that journeys in the middle of the day which 
are less well used may be removed.  Cllr MacIntyre stated that operators 
are not usually willing to do morning and evening journeys with a large 
gap in between, as it is impractical to make drivers available to that 
schedule, so the journeys in between provide continuity of work and 
would therefore probably be safe.  One suggestion for improving uptake 
of the services was for the bus to make a detour to Kilninver on its way to 
and from Oban. 
 
There was a suggestion that, should the bus service be reduced, more 
people could make use of the voluntary car scheme.  Ann Reid 
expressed the view that the buses and the car scheme have very 
different users, and that it was unlikely they would switch from one to the 
other.  She also said that any withdrawal of interim services would have a 
terrible impact on people who use it as a link for both social and practical 
purposes. 
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• Tina commented that social service charges have been increased and 
are becoming an issue.  Cllr Robertson advised that service users have 
the right to appeal to the area manager if they feel their needs have not 
been considered.  Changes will come into effect on 1st April. 
 

• On the subject of primary school closures, Cllr MacIntyre reported that 
consultation went out to 25 schools, and recommendations will be made 
on 3rd March. Many problems are caused by pupils attending schools 
outside of their own catchment area, as the increase in pupil numbers 
can negate the school’s entitlement to additional grant funding.  If a 
school has 70 pupils or less it attracts a grant of £180k, but if another 
single pupil comes to the school, taking the roll above 70, it is not entitled 
to any grant at all.  Cllr MacIntyre would rather have fewer schools that 
are full than lots of schools that are half-empty. 
 

• Seumas Anderson asked if the Councillors had any comments about 
Seil’s loss of island status, and what impact if any it would have.  Cllr 
MacIntyre stated that Argyll and Bute was not considered an island 
authority for many years, even though it has 25 islands.  Eventually it got 
some financial consideration for them, and this would now be reduced by 
£400k.  Cllr Robertson said that she was not aware of any further 
implications for Seil as a result of its loss of island status, although she 
wondered if it would affect our ability to apply for certain grants in the 
future. 
 

• Cllr MacIntyre clarified the reports of an administrator being put in to 
manage Argyll and Bute Council.  He said that this would only happen if 
they didn’t have an agreed budget by 10th February, but he expected it to 
be in place by then. 

 
6. Documents to be tabled: 

 
SEPA VIEW – magazine of the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency 
FARE CHOICE – newsletter for Community Food & Health in Scotland 
The Nature of Scotland – Scottish Natural Heritage magazine 
 

7. Date of Next Meeting: 
 
Tuesday 22nd March 2011, Seil Island Hall, 7 p.m.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed:   Chairman:    Date: 
 
 
 
Signed:   Secretary:    Date: 

 
  
 


