
1 

 

SEIL AND EASDALE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING  

HELD ON TUESDAY 27
th

 JANUARY 2015 
Seil Island Hall 

 

PRESENT: Seumas Anderson, Graeme Bruce, Charles Struthers, Eileen Colston, Anne Marie 

Robin, Alan MacFadyen, Cllr Elaine Robertson, Julie Ferris and 30 members of the public 

The Chair welcomed Caroline Henderson, Clinical Services Manager, NHS Highland, to the 

meeting. 

 

APOLOGIES:  John Gordon, PC Jeremy Moore, Dr George Hannah, Cllrs Duncan MacIntyre, 

Iain MacDonald, and Iain MacLean, Shaun Davidson (NHS Highland) 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were none. 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 25
th

 November 2014 were agreed as an accurate 

record; proposed by Anne Marie Robin, seconded by Eileen Colston. 

MATTERS ARISING 

Scottish Water 

Although the project is nearly completed, Charles Struthers continues to work with Scottish 

Water on the Community’s behalf to resolve any outstanding issues, namely the lowering of 

the fence at the main pumping station and painting out the obtrusive stripes on the shower 

unit.  

Graeme Bruce had discussed the proposed map for the new notice board at the shop with a 

local company, who could produce a schematic showing whatever information the 

community wishes to incorporate.  It was suggested that mobile phone reception points 

should be included. The Community Council would continue to pursue this and report back 

to subsequent meetings. 

It was pointed out that in places sewage is still discharged into the sea, so further projects 

may be proposed in future. 

Roads    

Charles also continues to work with A&B Council’s Roads Department to address issues in 

our area.  In particular, Charles has drawn the Council’s attention to the need for drainage 

to stop repaired potholes from washing out again.  The Council is aware of this problem and 

is working towards solutions, for example at the summit of the Ardencaple Road where 

drainage work is ongoing.  Charles and Cllr Robertson again urged individuals to report any 

potholes/drainage problems to the Council Roads Department direct. 
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There had been a prompt response to the request for scrub cutting near Cnoc Fennaig.  A&B 

Council has asked Charles to provide a map showing points where there is a particular need 

for scrub to be cut back so that this can be completed before the verge cutting programme.  

A number were identified at the meeting, including a tree overhanging the power lines near 

the BT shed.  Anyone who is aware of other areas should contact Charles within the next 

two weeks.  

A reminder was given that landowners are responsible for cutting back any vegetation 

which originates on their property.  

Police Report 

PC Moore had emailed a report, highlighting the theft of two quad bikes in neighbouring 

areas.  PC Moore reminded everyone to make sure their property is secure and that sensible 

precautions have been taken.  Anyone seeing a suspicious vehicle should note the 

registration number and telephone the Police on 101.   

There had been a couple of disorder calls over the festive period, with the rest involving 

road traffic and weather-related issues.   

Planning 

New applications since the last meeting 

Erection of dwellinghouse.  Plot 1 Cnoc Fennaig House Balvicar PA34 4TF 

Ref No 15/00180/PP Status: Pending Consideration 

The Sheiling, Clachan Seil, PA34 4QZ Alterations, extension and change of use of 

dwellinghouse to bed and breakfast accommodation including formation of self contained 

unit 

Ref No 14/02995/PP Status: Pending Consideration 

Variation of condition 2 of planning permission reference 03/02221/DET to remove the 

requirement for sound attenuating material to be applied to the whole of the interior of the 

building.  Land west of Am Bruach Balvicar  

Ref No 14/03024/PP Status: Pending Consideration 

The Community Council would consider these applications and make representation if 

appropriate. 

 

Still pending/decided since last meeting 

Installation of oil fired heating boiler and installation of 1200 litre oil storage tank including 

erection of associated enclosures and formation of bin storage area. 

Ref No 14/01552/LIB 

Cottage between 30 and 31 Ellenabeich  

Status: Application Permitted   

Erection of fence (retrospective) 

The Old Engineering Works, Ellenabeich 
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Ref No 14/01058/PP Status: Pending Decision 

 

Site for the erection of 20 dwellinghouses 

Land South East of Oban Seil Farm Clachan Seil Isle of Seil Oban PA34 4TN 

Ref No:14/00180/PPP Received Monday 20 January 2014 Status: Pending Decision 

 

Provision of Seating and Bins in Ellenabeich 

Graeme Bruce had distributed 40 survey letters to Ellenabeich residents and had received 

11 replies in favour of introducing seating and bins, and three replies against.  At the 

meeting, the view was expressed that seating would be beneficial in terms of increasing 

footfall, and encouraging visitors to stay longer.  The provision of tables was also suggested, 

but this would depend on funding, and the practicality of storage during the winter.  It was, 

therefore, agreed to take forward the proposal to provide seats and bins in the first 

instance. 

It was noted that there were also six requests for a bus shelter.  The Community Council had 

looked into the provision of a bus shelter in the past, and would investigate further.    

Vodafone Rural Open Sure Signal  (ROSS) 

We had received the ROSS newsletter for shortlisted candidates, copies of which were 

distributed to the meeting. 

It was pointed out that Kilbrandon Church has good mobile reception and offers free wifi.  

As noted above, it was suggested that mobile signal spots be highlighted on the new display 

board map.   

There is a need to ensure that such phone box provision as we do have is in good working 

order.  Any problems should be notified direct to BT by emailing the phone number, 

location and nature of fault to customer.serv.payphones@bt.com or ask any member of the 

Community Council to do so. 

Street lights in Ellenabeich 

Graeme Bruce circulated photographs of the current state of disrepair of the lighting stock, 

which in some cases could be dangerous.  Graeme explained that A&B Council had agreed 

to replace the lighting, if that was what the community wanted.   

Information on the type of LED lighting proposed by the Council, with a choice of clear or 

frosted glass, was distributed. 

The Council had also offered the option of taking the lighting away.  This could allow greater 

appreciation of the night sky, and some felt it would be more in keeping with the 

conservation area.  However, it was pointed out that it could lead to a proliferation of 

individual lighting solutions and the need for stronger lights to cover the Hall car park. 

There was considerable discussion, but there was agreement that if there is to be lighting, it 

must be installed and maintained to a high standard for years to come, particularly given the 

testing marine environment of Ellenabeich.   
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There is a short timeframe to make the decision, given that the allocated budget must be 

committed before April.  Everyone was invited to make Graeme, or any member of the 

Community Council, aware of their views asap so that the community’s response can be 

collated and forwarded to the Council in a timely manner. 

Redundant Cabling on Easdale Island 

The Community Council had been pursuing the removal of this for some time.  Alan 

MacFadyen had contacted Mike MacKenzie, and engineers had now been to assess the 

situation.  They had repaired the shielding around one cable, and were looking at burying 

the cable again.  Those on the beach belong to BT, who will investigate them soon. 

Transfer of Responsibilities – Ferry Services 

There was nothing further to report, since the Community Council had replied that it was 

felt that there was room for enhancement in terms of schedule and size of ferry, but in 

general terms as long as existing services were not disrupted or diminished the community 

would be happy.   

1845 Ferry to allow Easdale Island Residents’ attendance at Community Council Meetings 

The Community Council had prepared a draft letter to request this.  However, Cllr Elaine 

Robertson had raised the request with Martin Gorringe.  Mr Gorringe confirmed that it 

would not be possible as there are certain rest times laid down that cannot be altered and 

1845 falls within such a time.  As an alternative it was suggested the Community Council 

changes the times of its meetings 

Any Other Competent Business 

Traffic through Ellenabeich 

Although visitors are welcome, it was noted that there is a traffic problem at Ellenabeich in 

that there is nowhere for coaches to reverse.  It was also felt that the traffic calming is 

ineffectual, with some motorists, perhaps those rushing for ferries, driving too fast.  It was 

suggested that there should be a 20mph speed limit through the village. 

2015 Telephone Directory 

John Gordon had completed the 2015 update, which would be printed soon.  As always, 

John should be notified of any corrections, additions or deletions. 

Argyll Sea Kayak Trail 

Russell Daniels, the Paddlesport Development Coordinator of Stramash Social Enterprise, 

had contacted the Community Council recently and offered to attend the January meeting 

to give a presentation on the Argyll Sea Kayak Trail.  After establishing the initial route from 

Oban to Helensburgh, they are looking at other areas used by kayakers that could, in their 

words “potentially benefit from additional work”.  One such area is Ellenabeich.  The 

Community Council replied that it would like more information, but that there was a full 

agenda for the January meeting, which had already been publicised. 

Additional information had been sent, an hour or so before that night’s meeting, relating to 

a proposed changing shelter in the car park at Ellenabeich.    

Concern was expressed that this might conflict with the recently-approved kayaker facility 

at Cuan, and that we may be presented with a fait accompli.   
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The Community Council would explore the situation, and bring a fuller picture to the next 

meeting.   

Luing Fixed Link 

The Chair and Alan MacFadyen had attended a presentation on the concept of a tidal energy 

bridge in Shetland which could be a possible option for a Luing fixed link.  Seumas reported 

that the majority of those present had been in favour of the link, which should pay for itself 

over 15 years, as a means of addressing the declining population on Luing.   However, it 

would be a state of the art link in the midst of a single track road approached via two 

ancient bridges. 

A&B Councillors’ Surgery 

All local Councillors would be available to answer any questions at a surgery to be held in 

the Corran Halls, Oban from 7-9pm on 3
rd

 February. 

Health 

The Chair introduced Caroline Henderson, Clinical Services Manager NHS Highland, who 

gave an informative presentation on Reshaping Care for Older People.  Caroline explained 

the Scottish Government’s “20-20” Vision: in which by 2020 everyone is able to live longer, 

healthier lives at home, or in a homely setting, with integrated health and social care.  Such 

a vision calls for the redistribution of resources – since there is no additional funding and we 

have an ageing population – with emphasis on prevention, anticipation and supported self 

management to minimise hospital admissions and time as a hospital patient.  

Caroline highlighted the problem of social isolation, which could be mitigated by initiatives 

such as Befrienders and Time Banking, and better recognition of the importance of care 

workers.  Caroline and Cllr Robertson explained that A&B is seeking to enhance career 

prospects, pay levels and status of carers, to reflect their vital role to society. 

Caroline distributed a consultation document incorporating a questionnaire (available 

online at www.surveymonkey.com/s/Reshaping_Care ) to be completed by 9
th

 February. 

Copies of Caroline’s presentation are available from Julie Ferris ferrisjef@aol.com 

Caroline went on to address concerns which had been raised about possible changes to the 

Community Nursing service based at Easdale Medical Practice.  She explained that the 

service is going through changes to meet changing requirements, but assured the meeting 

that there was no intention to move nursing bases from GP practices, and that users should 

notice no change to the service provided. 

A number of those present expressed their appreciation of the excellent service provided by 

our community nurses, and how alarmed they had been at the prospect of any diminution 

of service.  In particular, the need for continuity of care and the irreplaceable benefit of 

seeing “a familiar face” rather than having to explain everything to different people, was 

stressed. 

Caroline concluded by emphasising the importance of creating a Power of Attorney to 

ensure that personal wishes are met, even if you become unable (or need help) to express 

them, by appointing someone to look after your affairs if needed.   
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Tabled papers (all available from ferrisjef@aol.com if you were unable to attend the 

meeting) 

ROSS Vodafone newsletter 

Info on proposed streetlights for Ellenabeich 

Copy of presentation on Shaping Care for Older People 

Hard copy of questionnaire on Shaping Care for Older People 

Leaflets on Power of Attorney 

Date and time of next meeting 

Tuesday 24
th

 March 2015, 19.00, Seil Island Hall  


