
Seil and Easdale Community Council 
 

Notes of Public Meeting  
Tuesday 23 March 2010 – Seil Island Hall 

 
 

1. Present:   
 
• Community Councillors:  Seumas Anderson (Chair), Heather Chaplin, Chris 

Dugdale, Robert Rae, Martin Waddle, Tina Jordan, Anne-Marie Robin, Alan 
MacFadyen, Charles Struthers. 

 
• Council members: Donald MacDonald, Duncan MacIntyre 

 
• Members of the public: Stuart Reid, Ann Reid, John Wilson,  Sarah Wilson,  

Julian Penney, Henry Tarbatt, Jenny Tarbatt, Keith Oversby, P.C. Jeremy Moore. 
 

 
2. Apologies for absence:  Chief Inspector Glen Bland,  Cllr. Elaine Robertson,      

Mike Shaw 
 
 

3. Minutes of last meeting:  Proposed: P.C. Jeremy Moore 
        Seconded:  Stuart Reid 
 
 

4. Matter arising: 
 
 

a) Community Council Appointment of new secretary:    There was no-one 
present who could offer to undertake the task. Committee will meet to discuss 
the matter. 
 

b) Proposed Raera Windfarm:  The Community Council has submitted a 
response which is available to read on the website.  Henry Tarbatt is still 
awaiting answers to questions raised at previous meeting.  Answers are all on 
the windfarm website.  Information will also to put on the Seil Island website.  

 
The main thrust of Community Council response was the visual impact of the 
forest. e.g. tracks, loss of trees etc. 

 
c) Police Report:  

 
i. Sincere apologies from C.I. Glen Bland who has offered his mobile 

phone number for Community Council contact regarding any serious 
matters.  He hopes to attend the next meeting. 

 
ii. Easdale Island – 3 crime reports.  Community help sought for 

information into the investigations.  Serious vandalism to a vehicle has 
occurred near the ferry shed.  There is to be a “surgery” arranged in 
the Easdale Island village hall to allow islanders to speak to police 

1 
 



privately without having to go off the island. Other agencies may have 
to be involved. Crimestoppers can also be used to report crime 
anonymously. 

 
It is thought that the damage is being caused by person/people from 
the island. 

 
Several ideas: are being explored including the recruitment of a 
Special Constable from the island.   

 
iii. Thanks were given to the police for their speedily response to a 

complaint made recently. 
 

 
d) Local roads:   

 
i. Improvements from Clachan Bridge to Balvicar are dependent on 

finance but scheduled to be completed by August this year.  Present 
problems include 1.5 carriageway which leads to damage of the 
verges due to cars using it as a two-way road.  Community 
encouraged to contact Charles Struthers with any other issues.  A&B 
Council seem to act quickly to problems once reported. 

 
ii. Kilninver Bridge left side (towards Seil) crack appearing in surface. 

 
iii. Stuart Reid referred to a letter from Jim Mellor re. Clachan Bridge sent 

to A&B Council concerning a weight limit on the bridge.  Cllr MacIntyre 
reported that the bridge is inspected regularly and is in good order.  
Charles Struthers will enquire whether there should be special 
permission required for exceptional loads. 

 
P.C. Moore reported that lorries causing damage have a duty to report 
it – most are professional drivers who act appropriately.  Police will 
come and check damage. 

 
 
 

e) Scottish water:  
 

i. Jane McKenzie has reported that it is not possible to give details of 
the list of complaints due to confidentiality.  At least 70% of remedial 
actions have been attended to.  Progress continues.  A meeting with 
Balfour Beattie will be held in 2 weeks to resolve outstanding issues 
a.s.a.p.  Community Council are encouraged to pass on any issues 
reported.    A tentative finish date for contractors to be off- site was 
given as mid April. 
 

ii. Signage at treatment works highlighted as an eyesore - it will remain 
until work is completed. 

 
iii. Road damage caused by project – Cllr MacIntyre reported that 

there is a balance between improvements already made and 
remaining damage.  A&B Council will wait until contractors are off site 
before an assessment can be made of outstanding repairs. 
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f) Planning matters:  
 

i. The following applications were noted: 
 
10/00259/LIB 60 Ellenabeich – Porch demolition and erection of new 
 
10/00258/PP 60 Ellenabeich – A/A 
 
10/00359/PP Multiara Clachan – Erection of dwelling house 
 
10/00370/PP 38 Ellenabeich – Installation of septic tank 
 
10/00057/PP Land West of Dunearn House – Erection of 3 dwelling houses 
The Community Council has submitted a response to the application which 
will be available on A&B website. 
 
10/00057/PP Sealladh  Na Mara  – Alterations and extension to existing 
dwelling 
 
 

ii. Notice of Appeal to Old Boat Shed, Easdale Island 
 

iii. Confirmation of Reporters response to allow the appeal and grant 
planning permission to extension of 65 Easdale Island.   

 
iv. Cllr.  MacIntyre & Cllr. MacDonald can become involved with planning 

applications at the start of the process and can submit comments.  
Feedback from Community Councils should be made at an early stage 
and often it is too late by the time of the next public meeting.  The 
Community Council is now a statutory consultee.  Cllr. Neil McKay is 
the only member on the Planning Committee from this ward.  

 
 
 

g) Results of the Fairer Oban Lorn & the Isles survey (FOLI):  
 

Top 5 assets: 
 

• Improved transport services 
• Healthcare 
• Balvicar Store & Post Office 
• Strong community spirit 
• The natural historic and built environment 

 
 
Top 5 urgent needs 
 

• Affordable housing for rent 
• Sheltered accommodation or a care home for the elderly 
• Improved road conditions plus shore and sea access 
• More recreation and sporting facilities 
• Small scale local businesses/ industry 
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A complete copy of questionnaire submitted is available. 
 
Issues of affordable housing and number of houses used as holiday homes 
were discussed. 
 

 
h) A&B Council Local Development Plan (LDP):  Questionnaire deadline 

for public consultation 31 March 2010.   
 
Results of Community Council Strategic Plan questionnaire:  
 
Issues 1- 12 
 

• Roads 
• Natural environment. 
• Affordable housing 
• Footpaths  
• Ribbon development 
• Traffic management 
• Transport & coastal erosion (joint 7th) 
• Business opportunities 
• Housing 
• Recreation 
• Mobile phone  

 
Therefore the top 5 issues to be submitted in the LDP Questionnaire will 
be: 
 

• Infrastructure 
• Natural environment 
• Affordable Housing 
• Business and employment 
• Recreation and leisure 

 
A copy of the full response to be submitted will be made available for anyone 
interested. 
 
It was suggested that reference to the Conservation Area Appraisal, 
undertaken by the Community Council, be made in the LDP response. 
 
Thanks were given to Ann-Marie Robin for the work undertaken to complete 
the questionnaire surveys and reports.  Thanks were also given to all those 
who had taken the time to complete the questionnaires and/or made valuable 
comments. 
 
 
 

i) Health matters:   
 

• Health services update - report attached. 
 

• The topic of dementia services in our area had been raised by 
members of the community in the FOLI questionnaire survey above.  
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Due to this  committee members had requested an update on services 
and the following information  was presented: 

 
 

“ At present there is a CPN for dementia who works out of Oban (Norman Young). 
He works closely with the current Local Authority workers. Psychiatric assessments 
are currently carried out by Dr Davidson (as liaison) or Dr Corrigan at the outpatient 
clinics.  

Very soon…..now that Lorn / Argyll ward has closed ….we will see the appointment 
of a part time dementia OT, dementia link workers (possible 2 for OLI) who will be 
employed by Alzheimers’ Scotland but funded by Health and additional dementia 
support workers (I’m not sure how many) who will be employed by the Local 
Authority and funded by resource transfer. 

Dr Brailsford will begin fortnightly dementia clinics in Oban after Easter and I would 
hope that there will also be the development of memory clinics by the link workers 
who should also be available to support care home staff. 

We aim to create a dementia clinical network throughout Argyll and Bute as a source 
of information and advice for all, this will be led by Dr Paul Thompson.”  

Grace Fergusson - Consultant Psychiatrist / Clinical Director, Argyll & Bute Hospital, 
NHS Highland 

“An additional note may be that I work closely with the district nurses and GP’s in your area in trying 
to monitor those suffering from dementia and their and carers needs. We also between us have an 
annual review clinic in Easdale practice for all known sufferers in the GP catchment. 

As Grace has said we expect further developments in resources over the next few months to further 
improve service and support provision both from health, council and the private sector.” 

 Norman Young – Nurse Specialist Dementia Team 

  
5. AOB:  None                           

 
 

6. Documents to be tabled:   Two                                  
 
 

7. Date of Next Meeting:  25 May 2010 - Seil Island Hall  7 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Signed:   Chairman:    Date: 
 
 
 
Signed:   Secretary:    Date: 
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Seil and Easdale Community Council 

Health Services report 
 

March 2010  
 
 

Area Public Participation Forum – 16 February 2010  Lochgilphead 
http://www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk/CHP/ArgyllandBute/PPF/Pages/welcome.aspx  
 

• Podiatry – Self referral forms are available from GP surgeries.  Appointments should 
be provided at the nearest GP surgery and there is a 6-8 week waiting list.  The 
service is for foot problems – it is not a toe nail cutting service!  Training for toe nail 
cutting is provided to support workers and carers. 

 
• Redesign of Mental Health services – throughout March there are to be Public 

Information Events held across Argyll.  There will be one in Oban on 31 March at the 
Caledonian Hotel between 2.30 pm – 4.30 pm with a presentation at 3 pm.   

 
• Date of next meeting: 18 May 2010.  All welcome. 

 
 

 
Locality Public Participation Forum – 8 March 2010  Oban 
 

• The Oban Lorn & Isles Locality PPF has an informative website found at:  
http://www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk/CHP/ArgyllandBute/PPF/Pages/Oban,LorntheIsl
esPPF.aspx  

 
• Dental Services update – Slow progress is being made towards the development of 

the Harbour Bowl.  Estimated date for completion is now mid 2011. 
 

• Redesign of Mental Health Services – further to the public event mentioned above a 
presentation will also be held at the One Step Up service in Oban. 
 

• Palliative Care – A presentation was given on the palliative care service.  It is 
provided throughout the hospital, not only on one ward.  The Day Hospice service is 
not reaching its full potential but has provided a service to 33 patients during the past 
4 years.  Referrals can be made from both medical staff and individuals. 

 
• Radiology – two new radiologists will start at the end of April.  They will be based at 

Oban, covering Argyll and Bute but also tied into Raigmore Hospital.  
 

• The next Community Health Partnership (CHP) meeting will be held at the Gathering 
Halls on 28 April 2010. 
http://www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk/CHP/ArgyllandBute/Pages/ArgyllButeCHP.aspx  

 
• Date of next meeting – 7 June.  All welcome.  
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