
 

 

Seil and Easdale Community Council 

Public Meeting: 19:00, Tuesday 27 March, 2012.   

Seil Island Community Hall 

Present  

 

Seumas Anderson (Chair), Martin Waddell, Ann Marie Robin, Alan McFadyen, Mike Shaw, Charles 

Struthers, Robert Rae, Chris Dugdale, Sue Vest, Const. Jeremy Moore, Councillor Elaine Robertson 

and 25 members of the public 

 

Apologies Councillor Louise Glenn-Lee 

 

Minutes of last meeting  

 

Proposed by Jenny Tarbett, seconded by Anne Reid  

 

Matters arising  

 

Scottish Water  

 

Charles has been in touch with Kenny Dallas, the new operations manager for Scottish Water but 

has seen little positive action. Dr Hannah has continued to raise issues which have been escalated to 

a senior management level.  

 

Eileen Colston questioned the legality of the sewer crossing her garden saying that she had water 

accumulating on her driveway. She was advised to email her concerns to Charles. 

 

There were reports of 3 over-pumpings into the Sound. SECC clarified that there is an agreed limit 

but stated that any exceeding of this must be reported to SEPA. 

 

George Stewart, Achnaseillach, reported that the level of scum was increasing and that he has had 

no response from phoning SEPA. He was advised to continue with this as all calls are logged. Other 

members of the public agreed that there had been an increase in the levels of scum. Rose Wand 

emailed photos of to SEPA and was advised that it was a natural algal bloom.  A number of people 

questioned this.  

 

The orange fencing by Cnoc a' Challtuinn has still not been removed. This was initially requested by 

Mr O'Rourke to protect his verge. A member of the public reported damage to their car from one of 

the metal staves and is taking steps through their insurer. The Roads Authority have agreed to put 

up bollards and the fence should be removed in the near future. 

 

Roads  

 

A meeting Kilninver Bridge has been arranged for the week of 2
nd

 April, after which it is hoped there 

will be clarification of the existing state of the bridge and contingency plans should restrictions or 

closure be necessary. A member of the public reported seeing a timber lorry nudge the bridge. 

Charles said that he would speak to the contractor and advise that lorries come in from the 

Kilninver end where the angle of approach is more suitable for crossing. Const. Jeremy Moore 

clarified that similar incidents should be reported to the local police.  

 



 

 

Checks are planned to see that the holes left by the plastic bollards running from Balvicar Stores to 

the village are adequately filled. The current loose gravel fill is unsuitable.  A white line will also be 

painted.  

 

A SLOW sign will be painted on the approach to Cnoc a' Challtuinn.  

 

The Council have said that they are keen to surface the Balachuinn passing place on the Balvicar – 

Cuan Road.  

 

SECC have responded to a consultation on changes to local speed limits. Following the response at 

the previous public meeting and other communication from local residents, SECC stated that they 

were in support of a 30 mph limit through Clachan Seil but requested that signage be kept to a 

minimum, using existing posts where possible. The proposals would also see a 40mph limit at 

Kilmore where there is currently advisory signage only and the 40 mph limit at Kilmelford being 

reduced to 30 mph.  

 

In response to comments about the whole island being made a 30mph zone, Const. Jeremy Moore 

recommended that anyone considering proposing this should reduce their own speed to 30mph on 

the island to get a feel for the viability. He also reported that in recent speed check areas, the 

majority of offenders have been local residents.  

 

Sea Wall 

 

SECC have written to Historic Scotland regarding the deterioration of the sea wall at Ellenabeich.  A 

response from a local representative is expected. As it is in a Conservation Area and is of individual 

construction, focus needs to be on restoration rather than repair. Ownership remains in doubt.  

 

Police Report – Const Jeremy Moore 

 

Const. Moore talked further about speeding. The *name* survey which is used to inform police 

priorities showed the issue as the lead public concern.   

 

Serious crime remains low in the area 

 

Const. Moore clarified that the damage to the car and the minor collision with the Kilninver Bridge 

as minuted earlier are Reportable Road Accidents and should be reported to the local police 

 

Planning 

 

Details on all planning applications can be found on the Argyll and Bute website: 

 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/planning-applications  

 

Clachan Wind Farm 

 

The Clachan Wind Farm application is with the Council. A survey was sent by SECC to the 377 voters 

on the Edited Electoral List to assess local opinion regarding the wind farm. The papers were 

anonymised but colour coded so that the opinions of each area could be gauged. Of 208 returns, 60 

requested that the Community Council support the application, 138 requested that SECC object and 

10 stated that SECC should express no view either way. 72 chose to make additional comments. 

Clachan Seil, which will be most affected by the proposed plans, had the highest return. 



 

 

 

Charles gave feedback from a meeting about planning applications. The guidance given was to make 

responses concise, definitive and without generalisations. The planners will collate the 

representations made and give guidance to the elected Councillors.  

 

Robert clarified what constituted material considerations with regards wind farms: 

 

• Suitability of the site for the proposed development (e.g. contamination/flooding issues). 

• Visual appearance of the proposed development and its relationship to its surroundings. This is a 

complicated area but can include: 

• Building materials 

• Height, scale, massing, design, density and layout of development, particularly in 

comparison with other buildings in the locality 

• Landscaping proposals 

• Lights for aircraft 

• Environmental Impact – such as pollution and contamination e.g. threat to clean water due to 

ground disturbance:  threat to shellfish waters. 

• Impact on archaeology. 

• Impact on nature conservation, particularly ornithology including the threat to protected species, 

collision and loss of hunting environment 

• Impact on setting of listed buildings or conservation area. 

• Nuisances caused by the development such as noise, smell, fumes, glare from floodlights or traffic 

disruption. 

• Adverse safety impact, e.g. the sitting of a hazardous installation next to houses 

• Compatibility with existing uses, e.g. Proximity to settlements and houses. Effect on recreational 

access 

• Proximity to National scenic areas. ( e.g. Scarba and Garbh Eileachs)  

• Economic benefits, or threats with respect to employment 

• The needs of an area (employment, commercial, social or leisure facilities, affordable housing)  

• Provision of suitable access and transportation (including road safety, parking issues, effect on 

pedestrians and cyclists, and amount of traffic generated) e.g. loss of Rights of way or access for 

walking or fishing.  Delivery routes. 

• Adequacy of infrastructure (e.g. sewerage, drainage and water suitability of roads and bridges) 

 

Items that are not material considerations include: 

• General opinions on wind farms  

• Emotional and personal responses  

• Personal circumstances of the applicant, e.g. devaluation of property, private property, rights 

including boundary and access disputes 

• Private interests, e.g. loss of a view, competition between businesses 

• Moral considerations (e.g. to betting shops), or religious objections (e.g. religious objection to 

working on Sunday) 

• Political considerations or ideological dislikes, e.g. private hospitals 

• Cost of the development 

• Title restrictions 

• Applicant’s lack of ownership of the site 

• Issues covered by other legislation, e.g. health and safety regulations, licensing, building control 

• Any factor indicating that there is a lack of any reasonable prospect of the development 

proceeding 

 



 

 

Stuart Reid outlined the key points being made by PACT (People Against Clachan Turbines). These 

include the impact on sensitive countryside and archaeological sites, the proximity of dwellings to 

the site, potential health hazards and the capacity of the infrastructure to manage the additional 

pressures of building and maintaining the turbines (in particular weak points such as the Kilninver 

Bridge). He also highlighted issues with decommissioning and the potential impact on tourism. 

Further information can be found at the PACT website: http://www.clachanwindfarm.co.uk/  

 

There was some discussion on the methods used to obtain local opinion and the challenge faced in 

achieving this was acknowledged. It was confirmed that the figures given were only of those 

responding to the survey but that all comments sent to Community Councillors would be 

considered in discussions and representations. Knowledge of the geographical spread was 

highlighted as critical, particularly the 70 properties within 2km of the proposed site. In response to 

questions regarding why there had been no public meeting specifically to discuss the wind farm, it 

was noted that the notices for this meeting did specify discussions regarding the issue. A suggestion 

was made that the survey could have been conducted differently so as to encompass the (approx) 

25% of local residents not included. It was clarified that under the Data Protection Act, SECC were 

unable to make direct contact with those who had requested their details be removed from the 

Edited Electoral List but that all local residents had been encouraged to make contact with SECC 

Councillors should they wish to express opinion. 

 

Following a question as to why the SECC response could not be publicised at the meeting, it was 

clarified that as the public meeting constituted part of the information gathering phase, a response 

had not yet been drafted. It was also stressed that each of the methods used – survey, voluntary 

communication and the public meeting were not to be viewed in isolation. The next task for SECC 

will be to take the views and reasons voiced by local residents and reconcile these with knowledge 

of relevant planning criteria to make representation which challenges the grounds of the 

application. 

 

Various members of the public gave further reasons for their objections to the application.  

 

The importance of ecology was noted as a common theme. It was stated that there are 3 species 

within the site which are relevant under the Wildlife and Countryside Act. The quality of ecological 

report which accompanied the application was questioned. Due to the specialised nature of these 

concerns, it was recommended that a personal submission be made outlining the points of concern 

and that contact be made with SNH as a Statutory Consultee. 

 

The degree to which the quality of life of individuals is already being affected was raised and it was 

agreed that although the issue is dividing local opinion, mutual respect must prevail. 

Concern was raised about Kilninver Bridge and it was confirmed that this would be considered 

under infrastructure.  

 

No members of the public spoke at the meeting in favour of the wind farm 

 

Elaine Robertson reiterated the need for open discussion and commended SECC on their approach. 

 

Seumas thanked Jane Nicol for her work in organising and printing the survey. 

 

Health 

 



 

 

Mike confirmed that the Ferries Review had found the Easdale Service fit for purpose. It continues 

to meet the everyday needs of the local community but is still not deemed safe by the Scottish 

Ambulance Service. Concern has been noted that the Review does not note this issue. The issue has 

been escalated to Nicola Sturgeon and a response is expected. Cler. Robertson had previously 

suggested that Derek Lesley attend a public meeting but as this issue is now political, this has been 

postponed.  

 

At Lorn and Islands Hospital, work on the new Dental Access Centre at is underway and due tp open 

early 2013. Ward I is now open and working well. Dr Henderson and Mr Yadav will be retiring in the 

coming weeks but both intend to return as locums while suitable replacements are recruited. 

 

Cler. Robertson said that the Hospice Shop in Oban is currently looking for volunteers and 

donations. 

 

AoB  

 

Tidal Power 

 

SECC have been approached by Nova Innovations regarding the development of a local tidal power 

scheme, having patented an anchor method which is currently being installed in the Shetland 

Islands. There is a meeting in early April on Easdale Island.  

 

Concerns were raised regarding the ongoing delays in the Shetland power scheme and the scant 

track record on which to base judgement of Nova Innovations. It was also suggested that the 

underlying motivation was to get funding for prototype development. The effects on movement of 

marine life are also as yet undefined.  

 

It was acknowledged that a number of those against wind power were pro tidal power.  

 

Sale of Land 

 

Following SECC's request for expressions of interest in the sale of land by the Ingles family, there is 

now a group willing to take this forward. It was agreed that the next step is for the Ingles to clarify 

titles. Funds such as the Coastal Communities Fund and the Crown Estate are available to 

investigate.  

 

Documents to be Tabled 

 

Mental Health Newsletter 

 

Consultation – Argyll and the Isles Coast and Countryside Trust – open event 26 April, Corran Halls 

 

Date and time of next meeting  

 

Tuesday 22 May, 19:00, Seil Hall 


