
Seil and Easdale Community Council  
Public Meeting: 19:00, Tuesday 26th March 2013   

Seil Island Community Hall 
  
  
Minutes of last meeting  
  
Present: Seumas Anderson, John Gordon, Charles Struthers, Alan MacFadyen, Ann Marie 
Robin, Robert Rae, Martin Waddell; Cllr Duncan MacIntyre, Cllr Elaine Robertson, Cllr 
Louise Glenn Lee, Sue Vest, Julie Ferris and 7 members of the public. 
  
Apologies 
  
Insp Julie MacLeish, Const Jeremy Moore, Mike Shaw, Chris Dugdale, Cllr Iain MacDonald, 
Neil Wilson (SSE) 
 
  
Minutes of 22 January 2013 proposed by John Gordon.Seconded by Alan MacFadyen 
  
Matters arising  
  
Emergency Planning Preparation 
 
John Gordon updated on progress regarding putting together an Emergency Plan for the 
area. This includes revising the front pages of the Seil Directory and adding postcodes which 
Robert Rae is doing. John has also been considering various scenarios including the loss of 
access via Kilninver Bridge and failure of telephone and power lines. It was suggested that a 
map identifying areas of potential phone reception would be of use. The next stage is to 
compile a directory who individuals with particular equipment and skills. The Dunbeg 
community resilience plans were cited as an example undergoing development. It was 
identified that the key information should be made available to holiday homes where guests 
may not readily have a full directory. 
 
Jenny Tarbatt described the situation on Easdale where an information pack was put 
together but over time became over complex and fell out of use. This is now being revised 
with a view to creating a meaningful document for local residents and visitors to the area 
alike.  Cllr Elaine Robertson expressed support for this and stressed the need for it to be 
accessible. 
  
Power Outages 
 
Due to recent extreme weather, Neil Wilson (Scottish and Southern Electric)  sent his 
apologies and offered to come to a future public meeting. 
 
There is a planned power outage on Seil due on Wednesday 3rd April although it was 
suggested that due to the current situation on Kintyre, this may be postponed.  
 
Stuart Reid related a presentation made to Luing Community Council where questions were 
asked regarding the location of generators during a prolonged power outage. He asked 
whether the planned outage could be confirmed.  
 
Charles Struthers highlighted the informative letter sent by SSE to residents in February, 
giving some explanation for recent outages and outlining ongoing plans for improvement to 
the local system.  
 



Scottish Water 
  
The majority of issues are now resolved. No further issues were raised. 
  
Roads  
 
Bollards have now been put up by Cnoc a Challtuinn, replacing the orange fencing 
 
SECC continues to work with the Council regarding making the passing place at Ballachuinn 
into an official site. 
 
There are no plans at the moment to resurface Cnoc a Challtuinn although it may be done 
later in the financial year. SECC will continue to press for this. 
 
Discussions are ongoing regarding a parking and launch area for sea kayakers. The current 
suggestion is that the mainland side of the Clachan Bridge should be considered. Planners 
are seemingly unwilling to consider further development close to the Bridge due to its iconic 
status. Charles noted that coaches currently use the passing place by the bridge to park and 
Martin Waddell highlighted the safety issues regarding this. Argyll and Bute Coast and 
Countryside Trust have a kayaking plan. Cllr Glenn Lee suggested that this should be linked 
with local plans and offered to forward relevant information to SECC.  
 
Brush cutting has begun at the Clachan end is the Island. It was raised that there are 
variations in the thoroughness of this but agreed that overall it was a positive step. 
 
The knotweed programme is continuing. Members of the public are urged to report any 
sightings. 
 
Speed restriction signs are being put up at Kilmore and the planned 30mph speed limit at 
Clachan Seil is pending. 
 
The pothole as Whinbank has now been filled. At the Old Post Office, a puddle still forms 
when it rains. There is a dip that has formed since Scottish Water work was done. At Sea 
View, there are ongoing issues with drainage. 
 
The Councillors were asked how roads repairs would be affected following the proposed 
reduction of road working staff. Cllr Glenn Lee offered to make further information available 
to SECC to clarify plans. 
 
The final report regarding Kilninver Bridge is pending. SECC will continue to pursue this. 
SECC were asked to clarify whether the offer of part funding of a re-routed road and new 
bridge at Kilninver is still available. 
  
Health  
  
Easdale Island is running a First Responders course and is receiving a positive response 
from the local community. A meeting is planned for April 
 

The final report is still awaited of a table top exercise which was held on Easdale Island 
regarding emergency medical evacuation. Non-emergency medical evacuation was also 
discussed. This is nearly due for distribution with a minor delay due to recent extreme 
weather. 
 



Dr Hannah has written to Local Community Councils and Social Services, expressing his 
concerns regarding changes to homecare provision, including the failure of carers to turn up 
for visits on a number of occasions. He questions what is going to be done to return to the 
high level of service previously experienced by local residents and suggested that a service 
run from Oban is impractical due to the travel time. Concerns were raised at the meeting 
regarding local council decisions, management, quality of front line staff and the 
unwillingness of individuals to publicly express concerns. Cllr Elaine Robertson requested a 
copy of Dr Hannah's letter. Cllrs Glenn Lee and Robertson stressed that if the service is not 
working, it needs to be addressed.    
  
Police Report – Const. Jeremy Moore 
 
Const. Moore sent his apologies. There has been a recent focus on speeding in the area. 
  
  
Planning 
  
SECC have been asked to comment on a forestry plan for Raera. Concerns have been 
raised regarding larger lorries catching the bridge. Other access routes have been 
considered but no positive alternative has been suggested. 
 
There have been no planning applications lodged since the last public meeting. 
 
The new Local Development Plan for the area was discussed. Areas have been highlighted 
where planning applications will not be considered and others where successful applications 
are unlikely. Rural Opportunity Areas area also highlighted where development is 
encouraged. These have been reduced since the last plan. There is a housing allocation 
area for 20 houses, 10 of which must be 'affordable'. The area definition for a 'small 
business' has been increased from 100m2 to 200m2.  
 
There are ongoing discussions between Seafari and the planners regarding the siting of a 
petrol tank on the pier at Ellenabeich. This is still in early stages. SECC will continue to keep 
the public informed.  
  
AoB  
 
Due to changes in Council arrangements, Seafari will supply fuel for the Cuan and Easdale 
Ferries for the foreseeable future 
 
 

Julie Ferris (ferrisjef@aol.com) will now be acting as Secretary to SECC.  
  

Documents to be Tabled 

  
Local Development Plan 

  
Date and time of next meeting  
  
Tuesday 28th May 2013, 19:00, Seil Hall  
 

 


