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SEIL AND EASDALE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING  HELD ON TUESDAY 22nd MARCH 2016 Seil Island Hall 

PRESENT: Cllr Elaine Robertson, Seumas Anderson, Charles Struthers, John Gordon, Anne Marie Robin, Alan MacFadyen, Chris Dugdale, Julie Ferris and 20 members of the public 
APOLOGIES:  Graeme Bruce 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST Seumas Anderson as a landowner potentially affected by the Scottish Water waste water proposal; Charles Struthers re renewal of Planning Application 12/02793/PPP; Alan MacFadyen as an employee of A&B Council 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING The Minutes of the meeting held on 26th January 2016 were agreed as an accurate record; proposed by Stephen Arnold, seconded by Charles Struthers. 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING NEEDS ACHA had not received any significant number of queries as a result of the posters left after Iona MacPhail’s very informative presentation at the January meeting. 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 26th JANUARY 2016 
Boundary Commission Proposals As previously reported, a response was not expected until the end of May. 
Argyll Sea Kayak Trail It was anticipated that work would begin on the Interpretation Panel the week beginning 28th March, assuming planning consent was granted.  Cllr Robertson would check on the other signs agreed for the project. 
Scottish Water: New Waste Water Proposals For Seil The Community Council was finalising its response to the letter from Mr Mustard received on the evening of the previous meeting.   
Local residents had received a letter from Scottish Water giving an update on plans, including their intention to set up a community stakeholder group.   The view was expressed that the community should have a say in the appointment of the “independent expert” and in deciding the membership of the group.  Cllr Robertson had asked Ruaridh MacGregor for further details as to who would be invited to take part; he explained that it was not his decision but that there would be representatives from across the island.     Anne Marie Robin reported that the Seaview residents had received a letter from the CEO of Scottish Water, indicating his willingness to attend the first meeting.  
Cllr Robertson confirmed that Scottish Water had accepted an invitation to attend a future Area Committee meeting to report on all their plans in Oban Lorn & Isles.  
Jean Ainsley gave an update from Seaview residents (Appendix A).  
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Roads Charles continues to work closely with the Roads Department to address local concerns.  Issues raised recently were safety of the drainage offlets on the B844, the need for a reflective bollard to mark the turnoff from the A816, the consistency of gritting, and ongoing problems of potholes and drainage.  It was noted that the Roads Department respond as quickly as they can given the constraints on their budget and workforce.  In particular, A&B Council were thanked for their clearance of the roadside at Loch Feochan and for verge cutting on our roads. 
Health The Surgery had alerted the Community Council to difficulties with care package provision.  Dr Hannah confirmed that since Carr Gomm had taken over there had been a vast deterioration of service, with a lack of flexibility and responsiveness.  Whereas in the past patients could be supported to stay in their own homes, more were now having to go into care.  Cllr Robertson explained that funding is available for care packages, but there is a problem in recruiting carers.  Dr Hannah highlighted problems of low pay and lack of payment for travel time as factors leading to staff shortages.  Cllr Robertson agreed to look into the situation and report back.   
It was suggested that someone should come to update us on the impending integration of Health and Social Care. 
Police Report PC Moore was not able to attend the meeting.  The Chair reminded everyone to be alert to possible internet or telephone scams, which are an ever-present risk. 
Planning New applications since last meeting 1.  Installation of telecommunications cabinet.  Land Opposite Public Toilets, Ellenabeich Ref No 16/00733/TELNOT Status: application refused   The Community Council would write to establish why this had been refused. 
2.  Non Material Amendment to Planning Permission 14/00914/PP (Change of use of land for the siting of timber shed, installation of petrol storage tank and erection of associated fencing.)  Alterations to entrance gate, position of storage tank and size of safety shed.  Installation of short hose, crash/safety post and ventilation holes. Land Adjacent to Public Car Park Ellenabeich Ref No 16/00653/NMA Status: Pending consideration Concerns were expressed that the changes were significant, and that this was in effect ad hoc planning.  The Planning Department had explained the process for non material amendments: when changes are submitted to existing applications, the Planning Officer determines whether changes are significant enough to warrant a new planning application. If not they are deemed a non-material amendment.   Decisions re non material amendments are made by the Area Team Leader; any comments made would inform that decision process.  The Community Council would convey the concerns expressed at the meeting to the Planning Department. 
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3.  Erection of dwelling house.  Plot 2 Cnoc Fennaig Balvicar Ref No 16/00402/PP Status: Pending decision 
4.  Non material amendment for change of roof covering relative to shed approved under 15/03144/PP 20 Easdale Island Ref No 16/00395/NMA Status: Application permitted 
5.  Erection of 1 interpretation panel.  Land opposite Art Gallery, Ellenabeich Ref No 16/00061/ADV Status: Pending decision 
6.  Renewal of planning permission in principle reference 12/02793/PPP (Site for the erection of dwellinghouse and installation of septic tank)  Land South East of Ardmaddy House, Ardmaddy Ref No 15/03483/PPP Status: Pending consideration 
Still pending/decided since last meeting 
Erection of fence (retrospective) Old Engineering Works – Awaiting decision. 
Erection of dwellinghouse and detached domestic garage/workshop – amended design to 
that approved under 12/01876/PP  Land west of Dunearn House Ellenabeich 
Ref No 15/03444/PP  
Status: Application permitted 
Erection of wooden shed, Ferry Shed Easdale Island 
Ref No 15/03145/PP 
Status: Application permitted  
Vodafone Rural Open Sure Signal  (ROSS) John Gordon had passed feedback on reception to Vodafone.  He had received acknowledgement and now awaits their response.  John was asked how much it would cost for the community to put in additional units – he would check with Vodafone and report back. 
As a separate issue, concerns were expressed about the recent reliability and slow speed of broadband in the area. 
Bus Shelter Charles had still not heard from the legal representatives of the landowners of the intended site and would chase their response 
Parking in Oban Cllr Robertson confirmed that there would be a 28 day consultation on proposals resulting from the recent request for suggestions, and that the Community Council would be alerted to this.  The Chair urged everyone to respond. 
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EASDALE ISLAND FERRY ACCESS Alan MacFadyen confirmed that the project had gone very well, with the channel cleared and both slips repaired.  The Community Council would write to thank A&B Council for this work. 
COUNCIL BUDGET – UPDATE Cllr Robertson reported that there had been a good response to the public consultation, which had helped establish the community’s priorities to be protected as far as possible.  There was too much to report on at the meeting, so Cllr Robertson would forward the Council’s Press Release to the Secretary.  However, it was noted that funding for the Voluntary Car Scheme had been preserved.  The Chair thanked Cllr Robertson for her efforts in protecting this vital community service. 
FORWARD PLANNING FOR OUR COMMUNITY Anne Marie Robin reported that the Community Council had approved the suggestion to revisit a “forward planning approach” to address issues affecting the community.  She had been encouraged by community support so far, and would be working with Alan MacFadyen and Chris Dugdale to take this forward. 
ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS Timing of Community Council Meetings It was agreed to trial a change in timing to enable residents of Easdale Island to attend Community Council meetings.  The next meeting would therefore start at 6.30 rather than 7pm. 
Kilbrandon Church office The Church office provides various services to the local community, such as editing the Seileachan and printing local calendars.  It is run by Jim Cunningham, with the help of another member of the congregation who has now retired from her duties in the church office.   If anyone could give a couple of hours a week to look after the office money, plus proofreading and similar backup services, they should contact Martin Waddell on 300011 or Jim on 300344 for further information. 
Local Directory John Gordon was thanked for all his work in the administration of our local directory, a major fundraiser for the Community Council.  John is now stepping down from this role, so if anyone would be interested in taking over this task any member of the CC would be delighted to hear from them. 
TABLED PAPERS 
The Chair had been sent a sample of a Commemorative Medal for schools and councils to 
mark HM Queen Elizabeth II 90th birthday.  It was proposed to donate this to the Heritage 
Centre.  A copy of the information regarding this medal (£1.99 + £7.50 + VAT) is available 
from the secretary on request to ferrisjef@aol.com .  
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING Tuesday 24th May 2016, 18.30, Seil Island Hall  
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APPENDIX A TO MINUTES OF SECC MEETING 22 MARCH 2016 An update on Scottish Water from Seaview  residents 
Scottish Water must report annually on 30 January to SEPA on the overflows of untreated sewage.  The 2015 overflows were requested and show that there are no records from 1 January to 8 August due to “telemetry signal issues”.  This follows a period of continuous overflow from 5-31 December.  What happened on 1 January 2015?  For the remainder of 2015 the plant was overflowing untreated sewage for 41% of the time. 
The CEO of SW in his statement to the Scottish Parliament stated that “sewage plant complies with its SEPA discharge licence, but it is sub-optimal in its performance”.  The Seaview residents asked SEPA for more detail.  It turns out that untreated sewage overflows are not a licence condition.  The only licence conditions are to meet standards of Biological Oxygen Demand, pH and particulate solids in waste water which has passed through the membrane.  SEPA confirmed that they take and analyse four samples a year in the waste water that has passed through the membrane and that they have complied with the above standards.  There is no monitoring of the overspills.  The plant may comply with the terms of the licence but surely sub-optimal is a gross understatement. 
We have received a response to a long list of questions put to Mark Williams an environment officer from Scottish Water.  He said that they were looking at various options and would report to the community in due course. 
It’s really important to ensure that Scottish Water are not allowed to have a solution that discharges untreated or poorly treated sewage on either side of the island.  Scottish Water need to find a solution to their badly designed system at Clachan/Balvicar, this could be done by a UV treatment plant with minimal disruption on the island and no need to pump sewage up and over the hill. 
We believe that if Scottish Water push ahead with their original proposal to pump poorly treated sewage into the Special Area of Conservation that they will be in breach of European Directives and that it may be necessary to take a complaint to Europe to stop this. 


