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SEIL AND EASDALE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ordinary Public Meeting held in the Seil Island Hall at 7.20 p.m. on Tuesday
26th May 2009

Present: Seumas Anderson Chairman
Jean Campbell Vice Chairman
Alasdair MacFadyen Treasurer
Stuart Reid Secretary
Mike Shaw
Tina Jordan

Apologies for absence: Cllr Elaine Robertson

Also present: Cllr Duncan MacIntyre, Cllr Neil Mackay, Stewart Turner
(Argyll and Bute Council), 9 members of the public

1 The Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th March 2009 were distributed, read and
proposed as correct by Ann Reid and seconded by Jean Campbell.

2 Matters Arising:-

a) Conservation Areas Appraisal The Chairman read out our letter to Adrian Jackson-
Stark (Planning, Argyll and Bute Council) and Michael Thorndyke (Argyll and Bute
Conservation Officer) enclosing our final report into the management of our two
Conservation Areas of Ellenabeich and Easdale Island. This is the result of two public
meetings and the circulation of a questionnaire to all households on Seil and Easdale
Islands which was analysed by a sub-committee of the Community Council. The report
is in the form of an Executive Summary supported by a Summary of Conclusions and
Recommendations and a Summary of Statistical Results and Comments.
This has also been circulated to Councillors and the Planning Department and will be
used as the basis for a Management Plan.

b) Community Council Review Elections have been deferred because of the Review and
people have questioned the legality of Community Councils as we had served our 4
years’ term. We sought clarification and the Chairman read a letter from the Area
Corporate Services Manager which stated that Community Councils were still a legal
entity because the Council has suspended the section in the Scheme of Community
Councils regarding elections in April 2009. Community Councils can still operate until
the new scheme comes into force.
The Chairman said the Phase 2 documents in the consultation process have now been
received with a return date of 26th June. It is expected that the finalised Scheme of
Establishment will be presented to the Council on 6th August.
The Secretary asked the Councillors present how the public were being included in the
consultation. Cllr Mackay explained that a ‘panel’ of 1000 people had been selected.

c) STAG Appraisal – Easdale Transport Link The Chairman referred to the
recommendations made in the report from Consultants and introduced Stewart Turner
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(ST), Head of Roads and Amenity Services, who had come to talk about the Appraisal
report.
He explained the purpose and procedures followed in STAG appraisals and said it was
not meant to be a referendum but to collect information and present alternatives to the
decision-makers. The Council will now wait for the Scottish Ferry Review to be
completed before making any decisions. This should be completed in 2010 and the
results of this appraisal will be included.
ST said it was a completely independent consultation – one of the largest undertaken in
this area. It has taken 2 years, which is longer than expected.
The aim of the exercise was to examine ways of improving access and safety and ST,
having gone into more detail about the procedures – the consultation, the analysis and
the summary – gave the costings as follows:-

Do nothing - £1.7 million
Enhanced ferry - £2.1 million
Fixed link - £2.6 million

ST stressed that these figures may vary.

There were a number of questions. Mike Shaw asked what an ‘enhanced’ ferry meant.
ST said this would include improvements to the piers and easier/better access to the
ferry. Keith Oversby questioned the inclusion of a community-led ferry service as one
of the options. There did not seem to be any community support for this. ST said that
this was not his understanding from discussions in 2004 and the idea had not been
discounted. Tina Jordan said that any meetings about a community-led ferry which had
not been minuted should not be featured in the final report.
Tina Jordan asked if rubbish collection had been included in the costings. ST said it had
but it had not been specifically mentioned in the report. John Wilson said that it should
be as it is an important issue. Tony Hill asked if the current ferry was suitable to
continue in use until a solution was found. ST said it was.
The full report is available on line.

d) Local Roads The Chairman said we were concerned about the condition of the Cuan
Road and will write to the Council. We have not been sending a routine ‘roads list’ to
the Council because most road matters were being caused and corrected during the
ongoing water works. However, we are still concerned that the Roads Department
ensures that contractors carry out roadworks properly. ST said the inspectors were
making frequent visits and the Secretary asked that they do so during rainy spells
because roadside drainage appears to have been compromised.
The Chairman asked if the Roads Department had recorded the condition of the roads
before work started. ST said they were familiar with the state of the road.
The Secretary read an e-mail the Community Council had sent to the Roads Department
expressing concern about the finish of the road edge between Whinbank and the
Willowburn Hotel. Contractors had covered a French drain with soil. The Council’s
response was quick and the contractors removed the soil and reinstated the drain. We
thanked ST for this.
ST said it was important for residents to report road damage – preferably to the Oban
office (Graham Stone) or, if necessary, to ST himself. It is worth looking at the Roads
Asset Management Plan on the Council’s website which defines features such as
potholes.
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e) Health Matters Tina Jordan updated the meeting on latest developments.
Easdale Medical Practice Patients Group met on 24th April. One of the main points of
concern in our area is out of hours care. A consultation document entitled ‘General
Practice in Scotland’ was tabled.
A consultation is also to take place concerning the Scottish Ambulance Service strategy
which will also include out of hours care, particularly in rural areas and their role in
scheduled health care.
A written question about the SAS and emergency medical evacuation from Easdale
Island was submitted at the latest Area PPF meeting. We were unable to attend and have
had no feedback from the SAS. However, we understand that Easdale is included in
their five-year plan. A possible landing site has been identified. It is understood we will
be getting some landing lights and some volunteers will be needed to deploy and
maintain them. Some training will be needed. Procedures will have to be agreed
between SAS and Easdale residents
The consultation about mental health services continues.
The next meeting of the Locality PPF – Oban is on 8th June at 6.30 p.m. in the Lorn and
Isles Hospital.

There was some discussion about the role of the Patient Ambulance Service viv-a-vis the
Seil Community Car Scheme and Tina promised to take this up at the next PPF.

f) Scottish Water The Secretary read a letter to Scottish Water expressing our concern
about the exposed outfall pipe from the main treatment works across Balvicar Bay. This
is on the sea bed and the concrete mats securing it have already broken. It also presents
a hazard to small craft users at high tide and we have asked for it to be buried. The Bay
is also an area of panoramic quality. We also wrote about the screening around the
treatment plant.
The Secretary said that subsequent to this, we received a list of concerns and comments
about the project from residents which we sent to Scottish Water. To resolve all of this,
we had a meeting with the Project Manager and Public Relations Manager and Cllr
MacIntyre on 9th April. The Secretary read out the Minutes from this meeting and some
of the main points are summarised as follows:-

• Scottish Water (SW) said they thought the project had been carried out
satisfactorily

• Some access covers did not fit but these had been corrected
• Pipe levels and pipes were tested satisfactorily
• Some seals on the 100 manholes leaked but had been repaired
• The system was still being commissioned but the outfall was better than expected
• Some water had leaked into PS5 (Balvicar) and a valve had let water into the

treatment works but this was corrected
• The 2.3 metre green boxes will be replaced by 2 metre boxes but they cannot

install smaller because of health and safety regulations. They will try to lower
the concrete plinths if possible

• Leaks near the Medical Centre were caused by a fence post damaging the pipe
• It was permissible to put fresh water and waste pipes in the same trench as long

as the levels and distance apart were correct
• They will send leaflets to all households on the new system asking users not to

put rubbish into their toilets. Toilet paper only. The main plant is screened but
rubbish will block pipes and pump stations
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• Scottish Water are researching a better way to secure the Balvicar Bay pipelines.
We asked them to bury it and have subsequently written to Cllr MacIntyre saying
it is a health and safety hazard on the sea level. This has been forwarded to the
Council and Waterwatch Scotland who have sent a helpful reply. ST said he had
also written to Scottish Water

• The wire-topped fencing around the treatment works has to stay put for health
and safety reasons

• We raised the matter of seeding and planting on the water works in Clachan Seil
(now PS3). This was delayed for 3 years because of Japanese Knotweed
infestation. Scottish Water said they would check but thought it could be done
under this project.

We are still hopeful of getting a pathway from the new Balvicar cemetery up to the
old and the War Memorial. Scottish Water said this was not priority but was
something they would like to do for the community.
John Wilson questioned the use of open machinery in the treatment works. He said
this was illegal.

g) Planning Matters The Chairman referred to 08/01305/DET and 08/01036/DET for the
building of seven houses ( one single and six terraced) at the Balvicar crossroads by
Clachandubh House and read our letter to the Head of Planning.
We had no objection to the six terraced houses as this presented and opportunity for
housing which might be regarded as more affordable than most on Seil. However, we
listed a number of conditions. We could not support the single building as it could not be
classified as affordable and did affect the aspect of the area. We were also concerned
about the pressure on our already inadequate road’s infrastructure. We understand that
both applications have since been approved.
Planning Reference 07/01558/DET The Chairman read our letter reiterating the
conditions we requested in previous correspondence and emphasising the Conservation
Areas Appraisal which has just been completed. This is a community wide consultation
about the future management of our Conservation Areas and identifying conditions that
the community recommends should be applied to development projects in Ellenabeich
and on Easdale Island. We also stated it is paramount that the Conservation and Design
Officer should be consulted. We understand a decision has been deferred.
Planning Reference 09/00518/DET A proposed extension to Inshaig House. This is
being considered by the Community Council as it is within the Conservation Area. The
majority view is that we have no objection as the main part of the extension is screened
by the house in front and it will improve the property. The plans indicate that the
materials used and the finish will comply with those of the existing building and
Conservation Area and we would not want this to be compromised.
The Chairman read out a list of other applications in our area.

h) Raera Windfarm The Chairman and Vice Chairman went to a meeting with RWE
NPower Renewables on 29th April. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the
proposed windfarm and to invite the local communities’ input to the development
process. Six Community Councils were invited but only two attended. We understand
that other Community Councils have since had other meetings. The Chairman said the
turbines have been reduced from 40 to 23. These will be about 80 metres high to the
hub and a total of 125 metres high to the top of a blade. They will be visible from parts
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of Seil and certainly from other points in the wider area. We have asked for a ‘visibility
map’ for public display.
The consultation process will continue. Notices will be put up and newsletters sent out.
Information is also available on their website:
(www.npower-renewables.com/raera/index.asp).
An exhibition will also be held and there will be door to door visits in areas within 5 km
of the proposed windfarm.
Cllr Mackay explained the planning process that had happened elsewhere and said it was
not a foregone conclusion that the application would succeed.
The Secretary said he was concerned at the apparent lack of interest shown so far and
hoped people would not sleep-walk into something they may not want.

3 Other Business

a) Victims’ Commission for Scotland The Chairman read a letter from an MSP about
proposals for a Victims’Commissioner and asking for the Community Council’s
comment. The Vice Chairman took the letter.

b) Invitation to Oban High School The Community Council had a letter from Jim
Mather MSP and Peter Bain, Head Teacher at Oban High School, inviting
Community Councils to a gathering to discuss how to develop ideas for community
partnership developments with the School. Unfortunately, we will be unable to send
a representative and will reply accordingly.

4 Documents to be tabled A number of documents were tabled for general interest.

5 Date, time and place of next meeting The next meeting of the Community Council
will take place on Tuesday 28th July 2009 from 6.00 p.m. until 8.00 p.m. in the Hall on
Easdale Island.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20 p.m.

Signed: Chairman: Date:

Signed: Secretary: Date:
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