
1 
 

Seil and Easdale Community Council 
 
Notes of Public Meeting  
Tuesday 24th May – Seil Island Hall 
 
1. Present:   

 
• Community Councillors:  Seumas Anderson (Chair), Mike Shaw, Martin Waddell, 

Heather Chaplin, Alan MacFadyen, Anne-Marie Robin, Charles Struthers, Chris 
Dugdale. 

 
• Council members: Cllr Neil MacKay 
 
• Members of the public: 9 plus Jane Nichols (Sec), Police Constable Jeremy Moore, 

Chief Inspector Brian Auld. 
 

2. Apologies for absence:   
Cllr Donald MacDonald, Cllr Elaine Robertson, Cllr Duncan MacIntyre, Robert Rae.   

 
3. Minutes of last meeting: 

The minutes were proposed by Martin Waddell and seconded by Charles Struthers. 
 
4. Matters arising: 

 
a) Scottish Water 

 
Charles gave a brief update.  Scottish Water is running late with snagging works.  
The new contractor has started, under the supervision of David Innes.  They have 
reached agreement on most jobs to be done, so we look forward to some action. 
 

b) Roads 
 
i. Charles again gave an update.  Surface dressing will start soon, and hopefully any 

pertinent works by Scottish Water will be completed before then.  Remaining 
potholes will be patched before resurfacing begins. 

 
ii. There are ongoing investigations regarding the new TSL house at Balvicar, and 

where exactly the wall at the front of the house should be placed.  Some motorists 
are of the opinion that the road is now narrower, although the grass verge which 
used to be at the road edge may have made the road appear wider than it was.  
The roads department say the wall should be 2.4m from the edge of the road, 
which would put it inside the house.  The community council’s view is that if it is 
found to have been built in the wrong place, it should be moved.  Dialogue 
continues. 

 
iii. The knotweed problem continues.  There is a project to eradicate knotweed in 

certain areas, although the brown strip created between Duachy and Auchnasaul 
is not a good example.  PC Moore believes the Procurator Fiscal was pursuing a 
contractor who used contaminated topsoil.  He thinks the action didn’t come to 
anything, but offered to verify this and report back.  Charles stated that if 
knotweed is found on land, it can’t be built on until the knotweed is removed, and 
the value of the land is therefore reduced.  Cllr MacKay reported there was 
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knotweed found on the site of Aldi supermarket, so the soil was removed and can’t 
be treated for 10 years. 
 

c) Planning Matters 
 

i. There have been 3 planning applications lodged since the last meeting: 
 

 
Erection of dwellinghouse and formation of new access (amendment to planning permission 
06/00497/DET). 
Land West Of Inshaig Park House Ellenabeich Isle Of Seil Argyll And Bute 
Ref. No: 11/00597/PP | Received: Mon 18 Apr 2011 | Validated: Tue 03 May 2011 | Status: 
Pending Consideration 
 
 
Reinstatement of derelict cottage 
Land Adjacent To 31 Ellenabeich Isle Of Seil Argyll And Bute 
Ref. No: 11/00618/PP | Received: Mon 18 Apr 2011 | Validated: Mon 09 May 2011 | Status: 
Pending Consideration 
 
 
Erection of dwellinghouse and installation of septic tank and fuel tank 
The Coal Ree Ellenabeich Isle Of Seil Argyll And Bute 
Ref. No: 11/00616/PP | Received: Mon 18 Apr 2011 | Validated: Wed 04 May 2011 | Status: 
Pending Consideration 
 

 
The community council (CC) has asked for paper copies, due to the difficulty of 
scrutinising them online.  Seumas asked about the dates shown against each 
application, and asked when the consultation period actually starts.  Cllr MacKay 
advised that it starts on the validation date, so it can be 10 days before it goes 
online and we are aware of the application.  Cllr MacKay gave his opinion that the 
council will continue to give extensions to CCs in order to allow them to make 
submission, as they realise meetings are not held every week. 
 

ii. Cllr MacKay reported that he was at the planning committee where 2 Easdale 
Island applications were considered.  They had asked for a hearing, and were 
disappointed that there wasn’t one. 

 
d) Police Report 

 
i. PC Jeremy Moore reported that a lot of time has been taken up with road 

accidents, and sight lines are a problem in a number of locations.  He has also 
been approached by members of the community regarding skimming devices on 
cashpoints.  The advice is to check the cashpoint carefully and if not happy, move 
on to another one.  He suggested more people could use the mobile bank as an 
alternative. 
 

ii. PC Moore introduced Chief Inspector Brian Auld.  Chief Insp. Auld expressed his 
main aims for attending CC meetings are to gauge the public’s expectations of 
Strathclyde Police, and also to find out what the community’s priorities are.  He 
has served 23 years in the police, mainly in North Glasgow, and hopes to bring to 
Oban some of the skills learned in that environment, but also to learn new skills. 
 

iii. Chief Insp. Auld listed possible priorities might be drink-driving, crimes of disorder, 
or cold calling such as the recent spate by bogus Sky representatives, whose aim 
is to get personal account details.  Ann-Marie mentioned there have also been a 
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number of bogus Microsoft calls in this area.  The police want to be as visible as 
possible in order to pose a deterrent, and stated that there has been a shift from 
community policing to response policing, but there will still be a dedicated officer 
for our area.   
 

iv. Mike Shaw stated that one of the most effective deterrents is for police vehicles to 
be occasionally seen driving down some of the quieter roads, ideally at random, 
so that these areas are not seen as unprotected and therefore easy targets. 
Chief Insp. Auld offered to provide statistics on crime in this area, if it would help 
inform the community or provide ammunition in any planning dialogue or other 
community endeavour.  Seumas replied that, generally, we are more interested in 
trends than statistics, but we would bear this in mind. 
 

v. PC Moore reported that the Rib Rendezvous went well, and almost 50 boats 
attended.  There were no parking problems in Ellenabeich, and the only lifeboat 
activity that day was unconnected with this event.  It will probably be repeated in 
the future. 
 

e) Clachan Wind Farm update 
 
i. The development company has distributed an information leaflet.  They have also 

held public consultation meetings in Kilmelford and Ellenabeich, which 14 and 
around 55 people respectively attended.  Attendees were asked to complete 
questionnaires, of which 28 stated they strongly objected to the proposal, 3 
objected, 4 supported and 3 strongly supported. 
 

ii. The CC will conduct a survey amongst everyone on the edited electoral roll.  
Seumas explained that we are not allowed to use the full electoral roll, so the 
survey will include 377 residents, which is a fair bit short of the full electoral roll of 
542.  Differently coloured paper will be used for each local area – Clachan Seil, 
Balvicar, Cuan, Ellenabeich, Easdale and Ardmaddy – so that we can see the 
differences in views of people living nearer to or further from the development site. 
 
Some expressed concern that this survey will exclude a large proportion of the 
population, so their views would not be known.  The convener advised that 
everyone, including those not on the edited electoral roll, are quite at liberty to 
make separate representation to both the planning application (when it is 
published) and to the CC.  It would be illegal for the CC to use anything other than 
the edited electoral roll in a survey, as members of the public not appearing on it 
had explicitly chosen to be excluded from any direct marketing.  Mike Shaw 
explained that the survey is not intended to be a referendum, the aim is to help the 
CC judge the views of the community, and the results will not be used in isolation. 
 
Cllr MacKay complimented the group on this approach, saying that he would be 
recommending it to other CCs as a way of gauging opinion on important issues, 
as they often receive criticism for the way they do this, or don’t bother to put 
forward an opinion at all.  He assured those present that all submissions on 
planning applications are considered, no matter where they come from. 
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f) Health Matters 
 

i. Seumas gave a brief resume of the minutes of the most recent meeting of the 
Locality Public Partnership Forum.  Cllr MacKay expressed concern that David 
Whiteoak had a letter saying Argyll and Bute Councillors should be endorsing the 
hospital redesign.  In fact the councillors have not been consulted on the changes, 
for example the merging of the 2 wards, and the representation of 2 councillors on 
a task force was never reported back.  Cllr MacKay’s letter explaining all of this 
will be in the Oban Times this week.  
 

ii. There was a suggestion that as Luing resident Lasta King sits on the Locality PPF, 
and Seil and Easdale no longer have a health representative, we could contact 
Lasta if we need any information or representation on health matters.  
 
 

5. Other Business 
 

a) Bus 418 Timetable 
 
i. The Convener reported that the 418 bus service is to be reduced due to Council 

funding restrictions.  The current proposal is to put it back to the timetable that 
was in force 3 years ago, which would miss out all but the services linked to 
school runs.  This would remove the daytime ‘shopper’ services and the 5pm 
journey from town.  
 

ii. Cllr MacKay explained that new services are initially subsidised by the Council, 
but it is expected that after 3 years a service would be sustainable and the 
operator would take on all financing.  The Council considers that this service is 
now sustainable, but discussions are still ongoing with the operator to achieve 
removal of subsidy.  Passenger use is around 16,000 journeys per annum.  
Unfortunately there is only one operator available in the Oban area, so a tendering 
process can’t be used. 
 

iii. The convener said that the CC understands that we can’t just keep the current 
service, and have suggestions as to how it could be reduced. Heather explained 
that for example, we need to maintain the commuter bus both morning and 
evening. Use would probably be increased if it could leave 5 minutes earlier in the 
morning, to ensure arrival in town before 9am, and a few minutes later in the 
evening, so that people who finish work at 5.30pm could use it.  The 5pm service 
is also well-used by High School pupils attending after-school activities.   
 
Heather reported that some people have moved to the area on the understanding 
that there is a good bus service, and others have downsized to one car, or 
stopped running a car at all.  Additionally, businesses on Seil employ people from 
Oban who use the bus to commute. The commuter buses need to be 6 days a 
week to be effective, but it is acknowledged that the shopper services could be cut 
to say 3 times a week.  All services are used for people to attend GP and hospital 
appointments, and tourists are increasingly using the local buses. 
 

iv. Cllr MacKay recommended that we email the 4 local Councillors, particularly as 
one of them is spokesman for transport.  He will take our suggestions to Douglas 
Blades, and offered to report back to our next meeting.  Individual members of the 
community should also address their concerns to the Councillors and to Douglas 
Blades.  Cllr MacKay said that the changes in other services in the area have had 
roughly the same impact, so we are not alone. 
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v. Chris asked how the Council pays for school journeys, as some children who stay 
on the after-school activities are being asked to pay a fare on the 5pm bus.  This 
surely means the operator is being paid once by the Council for their empty seat 
on the 3.30pm bus, and again by the pupil for their seat on the 5pm bus.  Cllr 
MacKay agreed this was a good point and will look into this. 
 

vi. Jean Campbell suggested that a proforma letter could be made available to 
passengers in the bus shelters etc, to allow them to make their views known to the 
Council.  It would at least create an impression of the volume of concern, whilst 
not reflecting individual case studies. 
 

b) Community Tidal Energy 
 

i. The convener reported that Nova Solutions have contacted the CC to request a 
meeting.  The company assists communities in developing tidal power resources, 
and has suggested that a resource could be located in Cuan Sound.  They have 
also been in touch with Luing CC, and it is hoped a joint meeting between us. 
Luing and Nova Solutions will take place sometime in June. 
 

c) Main Issues Report 
 

i. The CC received one printed copy of the report, and has been asked to comment 
on it by 18th July.  Mike Shaw has read the report and gave a brief summary of the 
content.  The Main Issues Report is to be the basis for the Local Development 
Plan (LDP), to be adopted by mid 2012.  It will form a strategic vision for future 
land use policies, identify the main changes required to the current LDP, seek 
opinion on settlement strategies and on Council proposals for future planning.  
Challenges and opportunities put up for consultation include safeguarding 
agricultural land, improving accessibility, maintaining and improving key services, 
delivering housing needs, and retaining and growing the population. 
 

ii. Mike reported that none of the suggestions leap from the page as being actions 
directly applicable to Seil and Easdale, but still we are invited to pass comment 
upon them.  One salient point for Easdale is the advice on working in conservation 
areas.  Mike suggested that the CC might want to ask if their contributions to the 
Review of Conservation Areas will be incorporated in this advice before it 
becomes statutory. 
 

iii. Cllr MacKay said that many CCs have had concerns about their input to the LDP 
in the past, and that it is a very important process.  He hopes to have community 
planners at a Community Engagement Meeting in the near future, to give an 
opportunity to ask questions relevant to the CCs’ own areas.  He added that we 
have to look at the long-term future, not just immediate concerns, suggesting that 
we start by looking at the existing LDP for our area and work on ideas for 
improving it. This includes listing areas that we feel should not be developed, 
which are on the plan at the moment.   
 

iv. Cllr MacKay would be happy to have a meeting with CC representatives to 
discuss all of this.  He emphasised the scale of the planning issue, with around 
3,000 sites with outline planning permission in Argyll which have not yet been 
developed, and for currently 250 live planning applications in North Lorn.  He will 
find out how many there are in the Seil and Easdale area and let us know. 
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6. Documents to be tabled: 
 

• SEPA View 
• Hospital Redesign Newsletter 
• Email from Cllr Elaine Robertson on the Easdale Island emergency medical 

evacuation 
 

7. Date of Next Meeting: 
 

This will take place on Tuesday 26th July 2011, Seil Island Hall, 7 p.m.  
 
Cllr MacKay asked the CC to consider if they could move the meetings to a slightly 
different date, as they are currently on the same day as the Luing meetings, and he 
would like to be able to attend both. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman  Signed:      Date: 
 
 
 
Secretary  Signed:      Date: 

 
  
 


