
 

 

Seil and Easdale Community Council 

Public Meeting: 19:00, Tuesday 22 May, 2012.   

Seil Island Community Hall 

 

Present Seumas Anderson (chair), Ann Marie Robin, Mike Shaw, Robert Rae, Sue Vest (minutes), 

Cler Elaine Robertson and 5 members of the public 

 

 

Apologies: Charles Struthers, Chris Dugdale, Martin Waddell, Alan MacFadyen, Cler Louise Glenn 

Lee 

 

 

Minutes of last meeting  

 

Proposed by Mike Shaw, seconded by Robert Rae 

 

Matters arising  

 

Scottish Water 

 

Charles attended a meeting on 21 May with Scottish Water.  

 

The main treatments works will be screened.  The timber fence alongside the road is to be painted  

green with planting in accordance with Carol Collis's plan and Elma's agreement of small shrubs 

which will not block the landscape.  The shower will be camouflaged by green netting to obscure 

the shape and eye catching paint and the tanks will be covered. The screening of the pumping 

station at Balvicar Stores and erection of a notice board will be undertaken in line with Carol Colis's 

plans, once planning is approved. Scottish Water will give the Community dates for completion of 

these works  

 

A contract has been placed with CALDIVE to secure the seaward end of the discharge pipe to the sea 

bed.  Consultation is currently underway with the Harbour Authorities/Seabed regulators to agree 

on marking this pipe. 

 

The problem with sewage not running away at Iris Bell's and Dr Hannah's properties has been 

investigated. Examination shows the pipe to be almost level and waste will not run unless sewage in 

the main line is moving towards the main treatment plant.   Scottish Water believe it is acceptable 

to use a manhole as a temporary surge chamber and believe that this is why it appears blocked on 

occasions. There has been an independent Engineers reports and once Scottish Water have looked 

at this in detail, they intend to produce  a satisfactory solution agreeable to all three parties - Iris 

Bell, Dr G Hannah and Scottish Water.  

 

Responsibility for the pipe running from Willowburn through grounds of Traigh Mhor is still to be 

clarified. Scottish Water will investigate the exact purpose of this pipe and report on the legalities.   

Surface water running off Mr Simmond's property on opposite side of the road and flooding garage 

has been averted by drainage on both sides of the road but improvements still sought. 

 

Balvicar Boatyard remains unconnected to the mains water system although permission was 

granted by the previous landowner 3 years ago. Despite ongoing disagreements with the current 

landowner, Scottish Water have given assurance that this connection will be made.  

 



 

 

The temporary fence by Cnoc a Challtuinn which has been the subject of a number of complaints 

since it was erected to protect the verge should will be removed once the grass is fully established. 

 

The silver fence erected close to the road at pumping station 3 has caused a number of complaints 

over the past year. Scottish Water are to remove the fence and replace it with a standard post and 

rylock fence further from the road and in line with that already there. 

 

A number of knot weed shoots have been observed on Scottish Water land, principally at Pumping 

Station No 3.  These may have been carried in from the verge during reseeding or by importing 

contaminated soil. Scottish Water will coordinate with Argyll & Bute Council, who currently is in a 3 

year programme to eradicate the weed from the verges. 

 

Scottish Water has agreed to construct a metalled pathway between the new cemetery car park and 

the old cemetery/war memorial. The route requested by landowner Graham Campbell will be 

followed, giving access to the main road rather than direct to the cemetery.  The path will not up to 

wheelchair access standards. The new cemetery has had the old metal fence replaced with a field 

fence and a top rail has been requested to make it more in keeping with the location. Cler. Robertson 

agreed to investigate as to how this can be accommodated. 

Roads  

There has been no movement recorded at Kilninver Bridge for over one year and it is now deemed 

safe and secure thus progress with a replacement is unlikely at present. A meeting to agree on an 

emergency plan will be held shortly. SECC feel that a contingency should be in place as this was been 

going on for some time. Cler. Robertson ensured the public that this would be picked up on. 

The holes where the bollards at Balvicar were have been filled with gravel which is now washing out. 

A white line is required.  

Cnoc a' Challtuinn was identified as being in a poor state of repair. The current understanding is that 

there is no money to resurface but the road will be repaired as necessary. 

Discussions are ongoing regarding the proposed resurfacing of the unofficial passing place at 

Ballachuinn. The landowner is unwilling to allow surfacing as there is a history of Council refusal to 

repair damage to a wall, caused by one of their vehicles. A compromise is still being sought.  

Sea Wall 

The Council and the Ingles are currently saying that upkeep this is not their responsibility. Historic 

Scotland has visited site. SECC are awaiting an outcome.  

Historic Scotland have also visited Easdale Island and are looking at scheduling the Slate Mines. They 

are in discussions with the landowner and their visit was seen as very constructive. 

Purchase of Land 

Seumas has met with the Inglis Family and their Solicitor with a view to clarifying potential costs. 

Covering the costs to the Ingles, the Community and the actual price of the land, figures in the 

region on £12,000 are estimated. John Gordon suggested that titles should not be too problematic 



 

 

to determine as most date from the 1930s when the Estate was broken up and local people had the 

option of buying the land.  

The pros and cons of the potential purchase were discussed. Advantages include possible 

development, Community control over development plans (e.g. building) and ability to resolve issues 

such as the Sea Wall. Disadvantages include the additional responsibility such as the repair of the 

wall. As it is a conservation area there will always be additional restrictions. 

Planning 

Councillor representation with regards to planning is still to be finalised. Cler. Robertson confirmed 

that the new Local Plan is being prepared and advised SECC to be very specific during upcoming 

consultations. The issue of Community Council submissions not being recognised has been raised 

and changes to the consultee system are being considered. 

Final consultation is underway on the Argyll and Bute core path plan. Comments are being sought 

from interested parties.  

Current relevant applications: 

12/00917/PP. Retrospective application for an installation of sewerage treatment facilities and 

vehicle access for 3 houses on the land West of Dunearn House, Ellenabeich.  

12/00947/PP. Erection of 1 meter high slate wall with wrought iron gate 32 Ellenabeich 

12/00921/PP. Change of use from dwelling to guest house / B&B (+ table licence) at Garragh Mhor,  

Ellenabeich 

12/00935/PP Conversion of north wing to 2 self catering units and erection of decking at 

Willowburn, Clachan Seil. 

12/00724/PP. Erection of dwellinghouse and garage inc installation of septic tank and infiltration 

system in the Garden of Cuan House, Ferry Houses Road, Cuan Ferry 

12/00621/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and ancillary buildings comprising boathouse, garage and 

shed/greenhouse on the NW of Dunearn House, Ellenabeich, PA34 4RF.  

Clachan Wind Farm 

A submission (online and by hard copy) was made by SECC based on feedback from the Community. 

The question paper was included with the hard copy but this is not available on line. The RSPB have 

questioned and commented on the environmental study. A decision is pending.  

Health 

Issues continue with evacuation from Easdale Island. A local resident was airlifted last week by the 

Sea King with the Coastguard also in attendance.  



 

 

 Mr. Yadav and Dr. Henderson have both retired from the Lorn and Islands Hospital but have 

returned as locums. Mr. Creel is now working as the permanent surgical replacement for Mr. Gupta. 

The hospital recently underwent an HEI inspection with excellent results. 

It was raised that the Community would like to hospital to do more services. Cler. Robertson said 

that this is currently under review and that dialysis facilities are being considered. 

 

AoB  

 

Tidal Power 

 

The Luing sup group have met but there are ongoing concerns that Nova Innovations are seeking 

funding rather than showing interest in development of the area and concern that the Nova 

Innovations business plan not dependant on success. The general understanding is that effective 

tidal power schemes are some way from being a reality. It was reported that at a recent meeting on 

Easdale, Nova Innovations appeared unable to answer penetrating questions including details of 

costs, thus there was a feeling that the Community was not ready to commit.  

 

Date and time of next meeting  

 

Tuesday 24
th

 July, 19:00, Seil Hall (AGM) 


