
SEIL AND EASDALE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 28
TH

 MAY 2013 

Seil Island Hall 

 

PRESENT: Seumas Anderson, John Gordon, Ann Marie Robin, Martin Waddell, Chris 

Dugdale, Alan MacFadyen, Julie Ferris; Cllr Elaine Robertson, PC Jeremy Moore and 7 

members of the public 

APOLOGIES: Cllr Louise Glenn Lee, Cllr Duncan MacIntyre, Mike Shaw, Charles Struthers, 

Robert Rae, Dr Hannah 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting held on 26
th

 March 2013 were agreed as an accurate record; 

proposed by Martin Waddell, seconded by Ann Reid. 

MATTERS ARISING 

Emergency Planning Preparation 

John Gordon reported progress on the Seil Telephone Directory.  Emergency numbers will 

be on the front page, which will be printed on yellow paper; residential and business details 

are being updated and the latter will include websites and email addresses where possible.   

A list of those with specialist skills and/or equipment is in draft form and a request for 

further information will be made via the Seileachan.   

John is also planning a map of key communities with house numbers, and a map of mobile 

reception hotspots – there will be a drop in facility at the shop for people to give 

information.  It was agreed that it was an excellent idea to have some form of marker at the 

roadside to indicate mobile reception points.  PC Moore said he may be able to help with 

these. 

It was agreed that progress to date is impressive, and John was thanked for all his work. 

Scottish Water 

Charles Struthers would continue to monitor the situation, but was not aware of any 

outstanding issues other than the completion of the wooden fence between the road and 

the plant area, and the water connection for Balvicar Boatyard, which may be done.  It was 

understood that the planning permission given for the fence was not for the SECC’s original 

design.  Cllr Robertson would check on the situation.  

No other outstanding issues were raised at the meeting. 

Roads 

Charles Struthers had been unable to contact Jim Smith about the bus stopping area on the 

mainland side of Clachan Bridge, but had spoken again to Cllr MacIntyre who would pursue 

the matter of developing a larger layby area, with particular reference to funding. 



Ownership of a tree root left hanging at Cnoc a Chaltuinn had yet to be established and had 

been referred to the Council for removal as it was a hazard.   

Concern continues to grow over the condition of Kilninver Bridge, with bulges and failed 

grouting recently noted.  Although work had been done on an emergency contingency plan 

in the event of its failure, no Final Report had been received.  Cllr Robertson would check on 

the report’s status and would email the Community Council accordingly. 

However, it was agreed that a long-term solution was required and that the Community 

Council should strongly pursue acceptance of a local landowner’s offer to underwrite a 

substantial amount of the cost of a new road and route over the Euchar.  The current bridge 

could then be downgraded to light vehicles and pedestrian traffic only.  The Community 

Council requested the Argyll & Bute Councillors’ support in achieving this. 

Overall, it was agreed that the condition of the roads was generally good, and appreciation 

was expressed for the continued support from Graham Stone and his team. 

Health 

 Homecare provision 

The Chair requested an update on Homecare provision, following a letter which the 

Community Council had sent endorsing concerns expressed by local doctors.  The need for 

continuity of care and the paramount importance of a familiar, friendly face to vulnerable, 

isolated members of the community was discussed.  It was felt that the amount of distance 

travelled by staff sourced from outwith the local area made this very difficult to achieve, 

and was damaging to the morale of the staff concerned who were also expected to work for 

less pay.   

Cllr Robertson reported that she had met with staff at Easdale Medical Practice to discuss 

the situation and was aware of continuing concerns.  However, feedback from recipients of 

care was actually quite positive.  Whilst it was recognised that individuals often do not want 

to be seen as complaining or “being difficult”, it was hard to call for change without 

substantive evidence.  Nevertheless, Cllr Robertson is flagging up the on-going concerns 

expressed, which would feed into the upcoming six month review of the whole process.   

In response to a query about a contingency plan in the event of the process failing, PC 

Moore stressed that the police should be notified of anyone considered to be in danger 

within the community.  A police referral would be made to the appropriate agency requiring 

a written response and resolution to any such problem. 

Defibrillators 

Dr Hannah had offered to supply a defibrillator to be available for the community.  

Following discussion it was agreed to accept the offer, and that the Hall was the most 

appropriate location provided it was stored outside in some sort of break glass facility.  The 

Chair would take the recommendation to the Hall Committee. 

The First Responders on Easdale would be holding a training session which would include 

the use of defibrillators.  A proposal to adopt the disused phone box on Easdale to store 

their defibrillator was agreed. 



Police Report 

PC Moore expressed his condolences to the family and friends of Scott McAllister following 

his tragic loss at sea.  All agencies involved in the initial search had been impressed by the 

tremendous response from the local community.  The investigation was ongoing. 

The merging of regional forces into Police Scotland would mean access to wider resources, 

and would not affect the local police’s accessibility to the community.  A new telephone 

number  - 101 – was in place for any non-emergency calls and messages.  Of course, 999 

remains the route for any emergency call. 

It was felt the 30mph limit had made a difference, although Dr Hannah had raised the issue 

of traffic speeding up after the restrictions, as evidenced by the number of skid marks on 

the road past the surgery.  One person reported an incidence of tailgating – PC Moore 

advised anyone in this situation to pull over and if possible take the driver’s registration 

number and report to the police. 

PC Moore endorsed the need to establish a launch site/parking area for kayakers, since 

kayakers’ cars left at the roadside often triggered calls from concerned members of the 

public. 

Tony Hill was thanked for organising the RIB Rendezvous, which had been a great success.  

Planning was already underway for the next Stone Skimming event. 

It was hoped that the new Acting Chief Inspector would soon be able to attend a meeting 

and introduce himself to the community. 

Planning 

The Community Council had commented on the Raera Forest Plan, highlighting concerns 

over road access for forestry lorries, particularly over Kilninver Bridge.  A detailed plan was 

in place for the felling of spruce at Ardmaddy, with agreement of no articulated lorries, and 

a maximum of three lorries per week. 

The planning application regarding a petrol tank on the pier at Ellenabeich is on-going, and 

may be resolved late July/early August. 

There were no new local planning requests. 

Any Other Business 

The Community Council had been made aware of complaints by a number of Balvicar 

residents regarding rubble and other rubbish stored in the village.  The residents had 

already referred the matter to SEPA and the Planning Department, and were seeking the 

support of SECC in resolving the problem.  The Community Council had written to the 

landowner seeking clarification of his intentions, but residents felt his reply did not address 

their concerns.  It was agreed that the Community Council would write to the agencies 

involved to find what stage their enquiries had reached.  PC Moore advised that any 

potentially hazardous situation, such as corrugated iron blowing around, should be reported 

to the police who would act accordingly.  Meanwhile, he would have a word with the 

landowner. 



George Doyle was organising a charity auction to be held in August, to raise funds for a bus 

shelter at Ellenbeich. 

Tabled papers 

Modernisation of Mental Health Services in Argyll & Bute 

Reshaping Care for Older People in Argyll & Bute 

Flood Risk Management in Argyll & Bute 

Veterans Roadshow Seminar 23
rd

 June – Corran Halls 

Date and time of next meeting 

Tuesday 23
rd

 July 2013, 19.00, Seil Island Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 


