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SEIL AND EASDALE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING  

HELD ON TUESDAY 26
th

 MAY 2015 

Seil Island Hall 

 

PRESENT: Seumas Anderson, Graeme Bruce, Charles Struthers, Anne Marie Robin, Alan 

MacFadyen, Chris Dugdale, John Gordon, Cllr Elaine Robertson, PC Jeremy Moore, Julie 

Ferris and 25 members of the public 

APOLOGIES:  Cllrs Duncan MacIntyre, Iain MacDonald and Iain MacLean, Dr George Hannah 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Anne Marie Robin and John Gordon as property owners in proximity to the proposed 

Scottish Water development; Seumas Anderson as a landowner potentially affected by the 

proposal. 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 24
th

 March 2015 were agreed as an accurate record; 

proposed by Charles Struthers, seconded by Rose Wands. 

ARGYLL SEA KAYAK TRAIL 

There had been a site meeting with Peter McDonald, Senior Development Officer of A&B 

Council, Cllr Elaine Robertson, two members of the Community Council and various 

interested parties.   

It was agreed that the No 1 priority would be revised signage, with the second priority being 

a shelter adjacent to the toilet.   

Consideration would also be given to improving disabled access to the toilets.   

A new bin with a lid had been provided. 

It was suggested that the Slate Islands Heritage Trust should be consulted and that the 

shelter should be stone walled to be in keeping with the Conservation Area.  The need for 

sympathetic materials to be used was endorsed, although there would be cost constraints.  

The suitability of the design in a Conservation Area would be considered as part of the 

planning process. 

SCOTTISH WATER: NEW WASTE WATER PROPOSALS FOR SEIL 

Charles briefly summarised the proposal by Scottish Water to pump sewage to a new 

treatment facility to be built at Seaview.  Charles was in email contact with Joanna Peebles, 

the Regional Community Team Manager for Scottish Water, who reported that the only 

progress since the last meeting was that landowners had been served Notice for Scottish 

Water to carry out site investigations. 
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It was clear that there was a great deal of opposition from members of the community to 

this proposal, for the reasons enumerated in the minutes of the previous meeting.   

Once again, opinions were expressed that Scottish Water had an abysmal track record in 

delivering a major project on Seil, and there was consequently no confidence that they 

could pump raw sewage across the island with any greater success.  It was felt that the 

proposed scheme would cause a huge amount of disruption, that the cost of £1.7m on top 

of the vast sum already invested at Balvicar was indefensible, and that Scottish Water were 

just walking away from the problems of their own creation at the existing treatment plant. 

Doubt was expressed as to how Scottish Water could even cost up the project when there 

was no way of knowing how long the outfall pipe from Seaview would have to be, and that 

such an installation would be a major engineering feat given the nature of the seabed and 

the Atlantic storms to which the area is exposed. 

In addition, concern was expressed that the lack of separation of ground water run-off from 

the sewage was a major factor in the problems encountered by the Balvicar treatment plant 

and that similar, or even worse, problems would be encountered at Seaview.  If water run-

off floods a septic tank system it was felt this would in effect result in raw sewage being 

discharged anyway.   

It was suggested there could be alternative solutions, such as taking sewage from Seaview 

by tanker to the existing plant, as it is understood that raw sewage sometimes has to be 

imported to offset the amount of water run-off in periods of heavy rain.  A private company 

had contacted the community regarding a waste water treatment unit which it could supply.  

However, it was agreed that it is Scottish Water’s responsibility to address the requirements 

at Seaview and for them to consider all possible solutions. 

An independent petition is being raised by residents, asking that any further investigation 

and public expense related to this current proposal ceases immediately and that Scottish 

Water considers other options to resolve their problems.   It was understood that more than 

100 signatures had been gathered in less than a week, which indicates the strength of 

feeling against the proposal. 

Although Scottish Water had undertaken to consult the community, it was noted that no 

direct answers had been given either to individual residents or to the Community Council to 

questions which Scottish Water had themselves requested.  Cllr Robertson would take this 

up with Joanna Peebles and the Community Council would write to Scottish Water to 

convey the views of the community.  

It was also suggested that a Freedom of Information request could be submitted for all 

information held by Scottish Water about the proposal. 

The Chair confirmed that there were two further stages of consultation before anything 

could go ahead, but that an Emergency Meeting of the Community Council would be held if 

necessary.   

Roads    
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Charles continues to keep pressure on the Roads Department to attend to potholes, and 

encouraged everyone to report them direct to the Council.  It was noted that potholes are a 

particular problem at Ellenabeich and on the Ardmaddy and Ardencaple roads, and that the 

recently-filled one towards the Old House has reappeared.   

Charles had raised concerns about speeding with PC Moore, who would comment in his 

report. 

It was noted that a group of sheep and lambs are causing a road hazard near the Hall. 

Health 

Best wishes were given to Dr Hannah on his retirement.  The Community was extremely 

grateful for the excellent service which Dr Hannah has given, and for his input in maintaining 

and enhancing the health care provided to the practice area.  It was much appreciated that 

Dr Hannah had ensured that Easdale Medical Practice will continue to provide for the 

community’s future health needs. 

Police Report 

PC Moore reported that overall crime throughout the region was down significantly, and 

that we are fortunate to live in a part of the region with a very low crime rate.    However, 

there are still issues of concern: there had been two instances of fraud conducted by 

telephone against the elderly.  Anyone with concerns about vulnerable members of the 

community should contact the police for help and advice. 

People should secure their property and be aware that theft is always a possibility even 

here, more so over the summer.   

In response to concerns over speeding through the 30mph zone, there had been a 

considerable police presence and one person had been apprehended for not wearing a 

seatbelt.  It was possible that the perception of speed by pedestrians and residents was 

greater than the actual speed at which cars were travelling.   

However, it was stressed that the police is an intelligence-led organisation and anyone with 

concerns must report information through the 101 system so that the police can respond 

accordingly.  Tell the police of any suspicious vehicles, preferably with a registration 

number, and report anything that causes concern. 

PC Moore confirmed that it is an offence for farmers not to deal with dead livestock within a 

reasonable period of time, and that any such instance should be reported on 101. 

Planning 

New applications since last meeting 

1. Non material amendment to planning permission – change to roof finish.  Balvicar View 

Clachan Seil - Application permitted 
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2. Alterations and extension to existing steading to form dwellinghouse and installation of 

septic tank 

Braefoot Steading Balvicar -  Pending consideration 

3. Installation of air source heat pump 

3 Cnoc A’Challtuinn Clachan Seil - Pending consideration 

4. Formation of new window opening in rear (north) elevation of dwellinghouse  Achnaclach 

Clachan Seil - Pending consideration 

Still pending/decided since last meeting 

Proposed kayaker’s facilities including conversion of workshop to bunkhouse, extension to 

existing store, erection of pod style timber tents and toilet/shower/laundry facilities, 

formation of parking provision, installation of septic tank and associated works. 

Land North East of Cuan House – Application permitted 

Erection of fence (retrospective) Old Engineering Works – Pending Decision 

The Chair explained that there are two separate issues: Planning permission for the fence 

and an access issue.  A&B Council will pursue the route as pedestrian access but not 

vehicular access, for which substantial proof of use over the years is required.  

Site for the erection of 20 dwellinghouses Land South East of Oban Seil Farm – Pending 

Decision 

Variation of condition 2 of planning permission to remove the requirement for sound 

attenuating material to be applied to the whole of the interior of the building.  Land West of 

Am Bruach Balvicar – Pending Consideration 

Street lights in Ellenabeich 

Some of the new streetlights had been installed, the rest would be completed once their 

sparrow occupants had fledged.  Feedback was that the lights were very effective. 

Vodafone Rural Open Sure Signal  (ROSS) 

John Gordon gave an update on the site visit which had taken place on 20
th

 April.  Two 

engineers had visited to look at the proposed locations, and had been very impressed with 

the area and the clear need for a signal.  They were visiting a number of other locations in 

Scotland, and we await the outcome of our bid. 

Any Other Competent Business 

Access to open hills 

The Community Council had been made aware of a barbed wire fence which had replaced a 

working gate at the top of Cnoc a Challtuin, which used to allow access onto the hill.  A&B 

Council had been contacted about this and advised that an Access Reporting Form be 

submitted by anyone interested in this issue.   
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The Council’s Access Officer would be invited to the next meeting of the Community Council 

to discuss such issues. 

Outside tap at Ellenabeich toilets 

The Community Council is aware that the hose adaptor on the outside tap at the public 

toilets at Ellenabeich has been removed.  It had been thought that this was because an 

excessive amount of water was being used, and since the supply is on a meter this had cost 

implications for A&B Council.  However, it was suggested this had been done as there was 

no break tank or double-check valve to prevent contamination of the water supply.  The 

Community Council would write to A&B Council for clarification, and to confirm that this 

policy of use is being applied consistently across Argyll & Bute. 

A local business indicated that it would be willing to contribute towards the cost if an 

additional component was needed. 

20mph flashing lights at Easdale School 

These had been reported to A&B Council as not working, but apparently they are 

maintained by a private contractor.  PC Moore confirmed that the Council has an 

undertaking to maintain such lights in working order, and the Community Council would 

press for their repair. 

Local telephone directory 

John Gordon asked to be informed of anyone moving into the area so they could be 

included in the directory if they wish.  A recent edition had some copies missing the “Who 

Phoned?” section.  Spare copies of this were available in Balvicar Stores. 

Bus shelter 

Cllr Robertson had spoken to the Transport Manager about obtaining a suitable shelter for 

the Conservation Area, but needs to establish who owns the land and whether they would 

give permission prior to taking the proposal to Planning. 

Financial constraint – A&B Council 

Cllr Robertson alerted the meeting that there will be a further period of financial constraint 

as savings of between £18 - £25 million are required over the next five years.  There will be 

a consultation to consider service choices. 

Consolidation of Ward Boundaries 

There will also be consultation, probably over the summer, on the redrawing of ward 

boundaries as there will be fewer Councillors.  Seil, Luing, Kilninver, Kilmelford, Dalavich and 

Kilchrenan will likely go to Inveraray. 

Tabled papers (all available from ferrisjef@aol.com if you were unable to attend the 

meeting) 

A&B Council Access Reporting Form 

The Nature of Scotland magazine Spring/Summer 2015 

Date and time of next meeting 

Tuesday 28
th

 July 2015, 19.00, Seil Island Hall  


