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SEIL AND EASDALE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING  

HELD ON TUESDAY 28
th

 JULY 2015 

Seil Island Hall 

 

PRESENT: Seumas Anderson, Graeme Bruce, Anne Marie Robin, Alan MacFadyen, Chris 

Dugdale, Cllr Elaine Robertson, Jolyon Gritten, Julie Ferris and 25 members of the public 

APOLOGIES:  John Gordon, Charles Struthers, Cllrs Duncan MacIntyre, Iain MacDonald and 

Iain MacLean 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Anne Marie Robin and John Gordon as property owners in proximity to the proposed 

Scottish Water development; Seumas Anderson as a landowner potentially affected by the 

proposal. 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The first sentence of the paragraph headed Financial constraint – A&B Council, should have 

read “savings of between £18 and £25 million”.  With that amendment, the Minutes of the 

meeting held on 26
th

 May 2015 were agreed as an accurate record; proposed by Sue 

Fenton, seconded by Jean Ainsley. 

ACCESS ISSUES 

The Chair welcomed Mr Jolyon Gritten, Access Manager, Argyll & Bute Council.  Mr Gritten 

gave an informative presentation on the work of the Access Team, covering legislation, 

access rights and responsibilities, and core paths.  Mr Gritten also outlined proposals at 

Ellenabeich with regard to the Kayak Trail, and explained the process for dealing with 

disputes.  An electronic copy of this presentation is available from the Secretary – 

ferrisjef@aol.com on request. 

Following the presentation, Mr Gritten then took a number of questions from the floor.   

It was confirmed that the Launching Point outside Highland Arts is for all non-motorised 

vessels (e.g. the Skiff), not just for kayakers. 

There was considerable discussion regarding rights of way and hindrance thereof.  Mr 

Gritten would discuss specific disputes with the individuals concerned, but in general there 

was a need for respect and cooperation between landowners, who have a responsibility not 

to obstruct public rights of access, and members of the public who have access rights but 

not “the right to roam”, and who must behave responsibly and with consideration for 

landowners and other users.   

There must be a balance between the right to privacy of householders, and rights of access 

for the public.  Where there is a garden area with delineated boundaries the curtilage is 

easily defined.  It is less clear where a house is in a more open situation.  The test is whether 

there is sufficient adjacent land for the occupier to feel comfortable with people passing by 
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although in some cases, a Lodge House for example, it would be reasonable for a track to 

pass very close to the building.    

Regarding the fence at The Old Engineering Works, the landowner confirmed they were 

happy to allow pedestrian access.  It is now up to the Planning Department to determine 

whether retrospective planning permission for the fence will be granted. 

It was suggested that education was required to stress the need for reasonable behaviour, 

although it was recognised that there are very limited resources available for this.  If a 

particular identified group (such as kayakers) were causing problems, then the Access 

Officer could contact their governing body. 

The lack of facilities for such things as emptying waste from mobile homes was another 

factor which led to unacceptable behaviour, so any attempt to enhance such facilities would 

be welcomed. 

Anyone with concerns over obstruction of a right of way should submit an Argyll &Bute 

Access Reporting Form (as tabled at the previous meeting and available on the Argyll &Bute 

website).   There was no specific number of forms received which would trigger an 

investigation, but obviously a large number of forms would raise that case as one of 

considerable public interest. 

The Argyll & Bute Access Forum can give independent expert advice to the Council and the 

public, and can be called on in cases regarding access rights, rights of way and core paths. 

Mr Gritten would check on the circumstances regarding the alleged removal of a core path 

from Seaview to Cuan Ferry. 

Members of the public could pick berries or collect the odd piece of slate from the beach, as 

long as their activity could pass the “reasonableness test” of not being for commercial 

purposes.  Generally speaking, if you can carry something in your hands it is not deemed to 

be for a commercial activity. 

In conclusion, Mr Gritten invited anyone with concerns regarding any of the topics discussed 

to contact him direct on 01546 604314. 

The Chair thanked Mr Gritten for his informative presentation.  Mr Gritten then left the 

meeting. 

OTHER MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 26
th

 MAY 2015 

Argyll Sea Kayak Trail 

Peter McDonald had confirmed that the signage improvements should be completed by the 

end of September.  Cllr Robertson reminded the meeting that this included a car park 

direction sign painted on the road outside Highland Arts. 

Scottish Water: New Waste Water Proposals For Seil 

Copies were distributed of the Community Council’s letter to Scottish Water dated 2
nd

 June, 

and the reply from Joanna Peebles, received on 16
th

 July.  Cllr Robertson had been in touch 

with Joanna Peebles who indicated that other possibilities, such as a reed bed, were being 
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considered and that Scottish Water would be in touch again once they had completed other 

surveys.   

Roads 

The Community Council had thanked the Roads Department for filling a number of potholes, 

including the dangerous crater which had re-opened just past the 30mph sign on the B844 

towards the bridge. 

It was noted that we were one of the first areas this year to have the grass cut on the 

verges.  An additional benefit was that this would help control the spread of Himalayan 

Balsam.  The Council drivers were commended for not cutting and spreading knotweed, for 

which further spraying was planned. 

A continuing concern was the growth of shrubs over the verges, making it very difficult for 

drivers to see pedestrians.  Cllr Robertson reminded landowners that they were responsible 

for cutting back any vegetation overgrowing the verge but which originated on their land.  It 

was suggested the Council need to inform landowners of any such circumstances – Cllr 

Robertson would take this back to the Roads Department. 

It was felt that sections of log laid by the roadside through Clachan Seil could be dangerous 

to drivers, particularly to anyone on a bike or motorbike.  Cllr Robertson would check with 

the Roads Department. 

Health 

Cllr Robertson reported a change in the grant system available through the integration of 

Health and Social Care.  The grants had been just for the elderly, but now covered schemes 

that benefit all age groups.  The Chair asked if this would cover the Car Scheme.  Cllr 

Robertson would check. 

In response to a question about cover for the GP Practice, Dr Hannah confirmed that the 

recruitment of Dr Ford meant that there had been a seamless handover.  He would not have 

retired if that was not in place.  The Chair again thanked Dr Hannah for ensuring continuity 

for the community’s future health needs. 

It is intended in some small way to reflect the community’s appreciation for all Dr Hannah 

has done for us over the years.  The Community Council is considering the presentation of a 

piece of slate engraved with the outline of Seil to mark the Doctor’s retirement. 

Police Report 

The Chair reported that since the last meeting there had been a theft of cash from a car 

parked at Cnoc a Challtuinn.  Everyone was reminded to secure their property, keep an eye 

on any vulnerable neighbours, and to report anything suspicious to the police on the 101 

number. 

Speeding in Clachan Seil remains of concern to some residents despite the recent increased 

police presence.  This would again be passed on to the police. 

Planning 

New applications since last meeting 
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1. Non material amendment for change of window.  Achnaclach Clachan Seil - Application 

permitted 

2. Erection of decking and modifications to windows.  Fasgadh Clachan Seil -  Pending 

consideration 

3. Erection of garage/store Land North West of Dunearn Ellenabeich - Pending consideration 

4. Erection of dwellinghouse, detached garage and formation of new vehicular access.  Plot 

1 Barnafeochaig Farm Clachan Seil – Application permitted 

5.  Proposed Vodafone Open Femto Antenna 

Tigh an Truish Hotel – Permitted Development 

Balvicar Stores – Permitted Development 

Seil island Community Hall – Application Refused 

Cuan Ferry Terminal – Permitted Development 

The Surgery Clachan Seil – Permitted Development 

6.  Erection of flagpole. Easdale Primary School – Application permitted. 

Still pending/decided since last meeting 

1. Alterations and extension to existing steading to form dwellinghouse and installation of 

septic tank.  Braefoot Steading Balvicar – Application permitted. 

2. Installation of air source heat pump 3 Cnoc A Challtuinn – Application permitted 

3. Formation of new window opening in rear (north) elevation of dwellinghouse. Achnaclach 

Clachan Seil – Application permitted 

4. Erection of fence (retrospective) Old Engineering Works – Awaiting decision 

5. Site for the erection of 20 dwellinghouses Land South East of Oban Seil Farm – Pending 

Decision.  Latest correspondence (1
st

 June 2015)  from Fiona Scott, Planning Officer to 

applicant:  “The application will be presented to the next available Planning, Protective 

Services and Licensing Committee with a recommendation of refusal for the reasons 

previously advised.”i.e. the site being removed from the adopted Argyll and Bute Local 

Development Plan 2015. 

6. Variation of condition 2 of planning permission to remove the requirement for sound 

attenuating material to be applied to the whole of the interior of the building.  Land West of 

Am Bruach Balvicar – Decision Not Available 
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Street Lights In Ellenabeich 

There was very positive feedback on the new street lights, which were felt to be far superior 

to the old ones.  All those installed were now working since a problem with the timer had 

been fixed.  The rest would be completed once the sparrows had fledged. 

Vodafone Rural Open Sure Signal  (ROSS) 

Since the previous meeting Vodafone had confirmed that they would set up five Open Sure 

sites on Seil.  Contracts for all five locations – the Tigh an Truish, Easdale Medical Practice, 

Balvicar Stores, North Cuan Ferry Terminal and Seil Island Hall – had been signed and 

returned. 

Access To Open Hills 

The Community Council had been made aware of a barbed wire fence which had replaced a 

working gate at the top of Cnoc a Challtuin, which used to allow access onto the hill.  A&B 

Council had been contacted about this and advised that an Access Reporting Form be 

submitted by anyone interested in this issue.   

The landowner was present at the meeting, and advised that there had been a fence in 

place for 40 years prior to his installation of a gate to allow vehicular access to Cnoc a 

Challtuinn.  He had replaced the fence having had problems with dogs in the field during 

lambing.  The Access Officer advised that he could provide signage if required, e.g. “Keep 

dogs on a lead”.  This issue is ongoing having been referred to the Argyll and Bute Access 

Officer. 

Outside Tap At Ellenabeich Toilets 

The Community Council had written to A&B Council and was awaiting a reply.  The secretary 

would forward the correspondence to Cllr Robertson so that she could check on the 

situation. 

20mph Flashing Lights At Easdale School 

Again, the Community Council was awaiting a reply from A&B Council.  It was suggested we 

need to find out who the contractor is, since it appears they are not willing to come just for 

this one location.  The secretary would forward the correspondence to Cllr Robertson.   

Bus Shelter 

Efforts are ongoing to establish who owns the land and whether they would give permission 

prior to taking the proposal to Planning.  The Chair confirmed that the preferred site is 

against the garden wall of No. 1 Ellenabeich. 

ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 

Distribution of Seileachan 

The Chair asked for volunteers to take over distribution of the Seileachan to the volunteer 

delivery folk.  There was an excellent response, with two people stepping forward.  Many 

thanks go to Christine Moinard and Sue Fenton. 

Parking in Oban 

The Chair read a paper prepared by John Gordon, expressing concern at the impact of 

parking restrictions on locals who live outside the town, as well as on the viability of Oban 

itself as a commercial centre for the wider area.  There was discussion of the need for 
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alternative solutions, one such being a park and ride scheme with a secure compound for 

cars and a bus running every few minutes.  Cllr Robertson explained that changes to on-

street parking and to time limiting parking in the Atlantis Leisure and Lochavullin car parks 

are initial proposals for which the Council is actively seeking feedback.   

There is a leaflet on the Proposed Parking Changes which she would email to the secretary, 

and further information is available at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/parking .  All constructive 

suggestions and representations are welcomed. 

TABLED PAPERS (available from ferrisjef@aol.com on request, but for full understanding of 

issues affecting you and your community please do come along to the meetings.) 

Letter from the Health & Safety Executive on Concerns Regarding Seafari Operations 

This letter had been sent to the Chair by Kathryn Wilson, HM Inspector of Health and Safety.  

To quote the first paragraph, “I am writing to you as a matter of courtesy as I am sure you 

are aware that a number of concerns have been raised by residents in your community 

regarding the health and safety arrangements relating to operations undertaken by Seafari 

Adventures Ltd from Ellenabeich and Easdale Island.” 

The Chair read the letter in its entirety to the meeting.  It confirms that Argyll and Bute 

Council are the enforcing authority both for the existing operation and for the bulk storage 

and concludes: 

“I appreciate that the concerns raised by various parties related to whether the operations 

undertaken by Seafari presented a risk to the communities of Ellenabeich and Easdale.  I 

hope that you can now be reassured that the appropriate health and safety measures are in 

place to reduce any risk to the general public.” 

These documents are available on request: 

Letter from HSE on concerns regarding Seafari Operations 

The Access Officer’s presentation (electronic copy only) 

The Community Council’s letter to Scottish Water 

The reply from Scottish Water 

Argyll and Bute Council leaflet on parking proposals (electronic copy only) 

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

Tuesday 22
nd

 September 2015, 19.00, Seil Island Hall  


