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SEIL AND EASDALE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING  

HELD ON TUESDAY 23
rd

 SEPTEMBER 2014 

Seil Island Hall 

 

PRESENT: Seumas Anderson, Anne Marie Robin, Eileen Colston, John Gordon, Alan 

MacFadyen, Cllr Elaine Robertson, PC Jeremy Moore, Julie Ferris and 4 members of the 

public 

In attendance: Kieron Green, candidate for the forthcoming by-election 

APOLOGIES: Charles Struthers, Graeme Bruce 

Apologies also received from Stephanie Irvine, candidate for the forthcoming by-election 

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were none. 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting held on 29
th

 July 2014 were agreed as an accurate record; proposed 

by Jess Hill, seconded by Anne Marie Robin. 

MATTERS ARISING 

Scottish Water 

The Chair reported that lowering of the fence at the main pumping station was in hand.  

Scottish Water had treated knotweed on their sites, and would continue to do so until it was 

eradicated. 

Very low flows because of the dry spell had led to odour problems due to a very high solid 

content.  The network would be dosed with odour mask which should help the situation. 

A question was asked regarding water quality in the bay.  The Community Council was not 

aware of any complaints, but understood that monitoring was ongoing. 

The notice board near the shop had been completed, and the site around pumping station 2 

had been tidied. 

Roads   

Charles Struthers and Graeme Bruce had met with Graham Stone and Michael Fothergill to 

discuss the suggested location of passing places relating to the Kayaker Facilities to be 

developed at Cuan.  Two possible sites were identified: one on the borders of Mr Fothergill’s 

land and one just before Kilbrandon Church near the end of the wooded section on the 

Cuan side. 

A&B Council are seeking to drain water that continues to puddle across the summit of the 

Ardencaple Road, and are investigating how this can be achieved.  Cllr Elaine Robertson 
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would report back on the long-standing problem of water collecting opposite The Old 

House, and flooding along Seaview which was causing the road to erode. 

Charles Struthers had contacted A&B Council on several occasions to complain about the 

inadequacy of verge cutting this year.  The Community Council acknowledged that the 

verges had now been cut, but continued to express in the strongest possible terms its 

disappointment at the effectiveness of the process.  Cllr Robertson acknowledged that there 

had been a number of problems, and would report back that a number of communities 

throughout the region were unhappy with the level of service.  

Health 

Cllr Robertson reported that the integration of Health and Social Work was going ahead with 

a consultation process leading to implementation by April 2015.  Cllr Robertson recognised 

that there were major issues to be addressed, including problems in recruiting to remote 

rural areas.  An independent university-led team was looking at many aspects of the 

provision.  It was agreed the Community Council would invite Shaun Davidson, lead in the 

project reshaping care for older people, to attend a future meeting to update the 

community on the proposed model of care.   

Cllr Robertson also reported that negotiations were in the final stages with a new provider 

for the Dental Access Centre. 

Police Report 

PC Moore opened his report by reminding everyone to keep an eye on the elderly and 

vulnerable in our community, particularly as winter approaches.  He endorsed concerns 

which had been expressed regarding the provision of care for older people, citing instances 

when the police had been called to deal with those whose carers had failed to attend as 

required.  Cllr Robertson asked if such occurrences were reported to A&B Social Work; PC 

Moore confirmed they were all reported and followed up as appropriate. 

There had been further instances of fraud; everyone was again reminded not to give out 

personal details over the phone, online or in person. 

There had been 5 road incidents since the last meeting; everyone was reminded to take 

extra care as rain after a dry spell causes greasy roads. 

A car had been stolen on the island, the keys for which had been “hidden” in the vehicle.  

Car owners were reminded that such circumstances could invalidate insurance claims, and if 

anyone had to leave keys they should be stored in a bolt-on key safe. 

A number of complaints had been received about speeding.  A police officer with a speed 

gun would be deployed in the area, including at ferry times. 

There was nothing further to report with regard to an isolated incidence of tyre slashing on 

Seil. 

Two rescues had taken place: one of a person on a beach and one of a kayaker. 
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Overall, the community could be proud of the way the Referendum had been conducted, 

with only a few minor incidents reported.   All posters and signs not on private property 

should now be taken down.  Eileen Colston, as Councillor living nearest, had received a 

number of complaints regarding material posted on the Bridge, which had caused a lot of ill-

feeling in the community.  It was confirmed that material could only be posted on lamp 

posts (not road signs or other structures) and only with the Council’s permission.   

Planning 

New applications since the last meeting 

Replacement roof covering and timber doors and installation of wall cladding 

(retrospective) 

Store adjacent to 26 Balvicar 

Ref No 14/02087/PP  

Status: Pending Consideration 

No issues were raised, although it was noted that a number of retrospective applications 

were being submitted.  The Community Council had an open invitation to a member of the 

planning team to attend a CC meeting to discuss this and other issues. 

Still pending 

Installation of oil fired heating boiler and installation of 1200 litre oil storage tank 

including erection of associated enclosures and formation of bin storage area. 

Cottage between 30 and 31 Ellenabeich  

Status: Pending Consideration 

An amended plan had been submitted.  The Community Council would consider the 

amended plan and comment as appropriate. 

Erection of fence (retrospective) 

The Old Engineering Works, Ellenabeich 

Status: Pending Consideration 

The Community Council had made a submission regarding this application. 

Site for the erection of 20 dwellinghouses 

Land South East of Oban Seil Farm Clachan Seil Isle of Seil Oban PA34 4TN 

Ref No:14/00180/PPP Received Monday 20 January 2014 Status: Pending Consideration 

The Community Council would comment once more detailed plans were submitted. 

Change of use of land for the siting of timber shed, installation of petrol storage tank and 

erection of associated fencing 

Land Adjacent to Public Car Park Ellenabeich Isle of Seil  

Ref No:14/00914/PP Received: Monday 7 April 2014 Status: Application Permitted 

A planning hearing had been held, with robust questioning of the panel and excellent 

presentations by all parties.  The application had been permitted, but other issues are still to 

be resolved.  The outcome is awaited. 

Provision of Seating and Bins in Ellenabeich 

It had been agreed to pursue this initiative, and to undertake an initial survey of residents to 

gauge support for such a scheme.  This was ongoing. 



4 

 

Vodafone Rural Open Sure Signal  

A number of sites for location of the boosters were discussed.  The community could 

potentially have up to 5 boosters, each covering a 500m radius.  It was agreed that this 

could be of benefit to residents and tourists alike.  Alan Reid had confirmed his support for 

our application, which would be progressed by the Community Council.  

Any Other Competent Business 

Graveyard Bin 

The Chair asked if a compost bin could be provided in addition to the small waste bin 

currently in the graveyard.  Cllr Elaine Robertson agreed to convey this request to A&B 

Council. 

Street lights in Ellenabeich 

It was noted that these are in need of maintenance, with some needing replacement 

lanterns and all needing painting.  Cllr Robertson confirmed that the maintenance of street 

lights was recognised as an ongoing issue throughout the area. 

Redundant Cabling on Easdale Island 

This had been reported to A&B Council as an eyesore and trip hazard.  The Community 

Council would pursue its removal. 

Car Parking for Stone Skimming 

PC Moore thanked all involved in the organisation of this event, and would be working to 

ensure satisfactory parking arrangements were in place.  The Hall Committee had proposed 

to rent the Hall car park to Easdale Island for use during the Stone Skimming 

Championships.   

Security Cameras on Easdale Pier 

Tony Hill asked whether it was A&B policy to have security cameras on all small piers, as 

they were now being installed at Easdale.  Cllr Robertson would try and establish the 

answer.  It was noted that the ferrymen are also to wear personal cameras, for which 

training is to be provided. 

Cllr Robertson reported the following: 

Co-mingling of recyclable materials 

From 27
th

 October the current domestic paper recycling bins could be used for paper, plastic 

and cans.  Glass would continue to be recycled at public points.  All households would be 

receiving an explanatory leaflet through the post. 

Ward Election 

This would take place on 23
rd

 October.  There were four candidates. 

Rural Parliament 

The first Scottish Rural Parliament would take place in Oban from 6
th

 to 8
th

 November.  

Details and application forms for those wishing to get involved are available on the website 

www.scottishruralparliament.org.uk  
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Fines for Litter 

The penalty for dropping litter had been increased to a minimum of £80.  It was noted that 

the penalties for fly tipping were considerably higher. 

Tabled papers There were none. 

Date and time of next meeting 

Tuesday 25
th

 November 2014, 19.00, Easdale Island Hall  


