
SEIL AND EASDALE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
DRAFT MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 TUESDAY 23rd JULY 2019 

 

Present: Julie Ferris (Chair), Steve Patterson, Guy Knight, Yowann Byghan, Cllr Elaine 

Robertson, Anne Foster (Secretary). 12 Members of the Public 

 

Apologies: Seumas Anderson, Rhoda Thomson, Cllr Kieron Green, Cllr Andrew Vennard 

 

Declarations of Interest: Seumas Anderson, as landowner, with a potential interest in the 

Scottish Water proposals. Steve Patterson with regard to development of the former Highland 

Arts site, as someone who works with the owner.  

 

Council Membership: John Gordon has stepped down from the Community Council. Julie Ferris 

thanked John for his work as a councillor and also the wider community. Anne Foster was co-

opted onto the Community Council, by unanimous vote, having previously been proposed by 

Rhoda Thomson and seconded at the meeting by Julie Ferris. There remains a vacancy for one 

councillor which will be advertised. 

 

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Minutes of the meeting held on 28th May 2019 were approved as an accurate record.  

 

Proposed:  Guy Knight   Seconded: Yowann Byghan 

 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 

Scottish Water (SW) 

The planning application for the new Waste Water Treatment Works has now been submitted. The 

CC has sent letters to all on the open register and advertised the consultation exercise so that 

people not on the open register can request letters. Information on the proposed plans is best 

accessed on-line, but basic details have been displayed in locations throughout the islands. Julie 

apologised to the Puffer Bar for not having notified them in advance that we wished for them to 

display the information on Easdale. It has been suggested by Scottish Water that current feedback 

in support of, or against the plans is 50/50 and this reflects the CC’s impression. Julie reported the 

costs of the consultation are coming in under the estimated £300. An extension to the consultation 

period for the planning application of two weeks has been granted. The deadline for responses 

from the community is 4th August and the CC will respond to A&B council by the 15th August. 

 

A representative of Save our Seil stated they were supportive of what the CC had done. It was 

re-iterated that letters are available via the CC secretary. 

 

A representative of the former Stakeholder Group asked about the process of counting and sorting 

the responses, and whether the CC were looking to use an independent observer. Julie Ferris 

advised that the envelopes would all be collected from the shop once the deadline has passed and 

the responses would be opened and counted all together. In her absence, Seumas Anderson, as 

vice-convenor will lead on the process, which will involve other members of the CC. It was 

confirmed that the CC would not be using an independent observer.  

 

Yowann Byghan advised the meeting that the CC’s response would include a mention of the level 

of response to the consultation, how many were in favour and how many against, and then notes 

reflecting concerns which had been raised in the comments.  



A question was raised about dealing with anonymous concerns. Guy Knight confirmed we could 

only respond to concerns relating to the planning application and this was endorsed by Cllr 

Robertson. It was not possible to report on the total number of letters sent out as they were still 

being sent to those not on the open register. 

 

The CC wishes to encourage people to comment themselves and this exercise does not replace 

individual’s responses on the A&B planning portal. The CC cannot take into account views of 

people who do not respond to this consultation. A member of Save our Seil pointed out that the CC 

response counted as ONE response and it was up to individuals to put their views forward 

themselves. 

 

Concern was raised regarding the declaration of interest (stated above) relating to SW plans and 

whether this should extend to that member being involved in the process. Julie Ferris advised the 

CC did not think it was necessary to exclude this member at this stage in the process.  Cllr 

Robertson reminded the meeting that the CC had taken advice, and were continuing to receive 

support from the governance section of A&B council. 

 

The discussion was concluded with acknowledgement that SW may have been reluctant to share 

information in a timely manner, and that the decision-making process may have benefitted from 

consultation at an earlier stage. Cllr Robertson advised the matter was likely to go to appeal. 

 

Bus Service Ellenabeich – Turning Circle 

Cllr Elaine Robertson reported that she has chased A&B for the topographical survey. She advised 

that there have been changes in personnel at A&B. The owner of part of the land involved has 

already provided an independent survey and sent it to A&B, but has received no response. It was 

agreed he would liaise with Cllr Robertson about this. The CC are keen to progress the turning 

circle and had mentioned it at the recent ministerial visit. The minister had suggested it may be 

possible to apply for funding via the Communication, Transport and Islands Fund, and we may be 

more effective in this if we consider some form of Community land ownership.   

 

Parking at Ellenabeich 
Guy Knight reported that the CC were looking at ways to improve parking, particularly for residents. 
This involves the CC and Police trying to get abandoned vehicles and trailers removed. Yowann 
Byghan expressed thanks to Guy for cutting the grass and forming a border of stones on the green 
area by the bus stop. Campervans cause problems parking overnight on the pier and creating an 
obstruction. In trying to encourage visitors to park in the car park we hope to free up space for 
residents. A member of the public advised they had a trailer parked on the pier because the sign 
in the main car park said ‘no trailers or campervans’. It was confirmed this was not an official sign 
and we should not discourage campervans from parking there. Notices have been placed on 
abandoned vehicles. Cllr Robertson agreed to pursue their removal with the Amenities Warden.  
 

Campervans 

Yowann Byghan reported that the CC feel campervans are an economic asset and potentially have 

a significant impact on the community. There are a minority who dump their waste irresponsibly, 

and the CC has contacted SW to see if they could assist with providing a site for access to clean 

water, and draining/getting rid of waste. The government are reviewing water-point sites for the 

NC500 and SW will add Seil to the list of sites for consideration. In public areas, it is difficult to 

provide water and waste facilities in the same place. This issue is not connected to the current SW 

Waste Water Treatment plans.  

 

Cllr Robertson reported that the provision of bins for the main car part was ‘on the list’. It was 

noted that existing bins fill up very quickly in the summer. A member of the public said they 

thought it was a good idea to provide for the campervans.  



 

Phone Directory 

Anne Foster reported the response for entries were still not enough to warrant printing the directory 

and a last promotion would be undertaken over the Scarecrow Festival week. The CC would then 

decide what to do and it was likely the directory would only be available in electronic format, even 

though the shop had reported there was some demand for printed copies.  

 

Peace Pole 
Julie Ferris advised the meeting that the CC now had a Facebook page and as a trial, a poll had 
been carried out to seek views about the peace pole proposed at the last meeting. So far there had 
been more negative responses than support for the pole. Yowann Byghan was asked to remind 
people about the Peace Pole Project. It was suggested that anything to bring the community 
together was a good thing and many at the meeting agreed.  
For more information see https://peacepoleproject.org  
 

Merchant Navy Day 3rd September 
As we do not have a community flag pole, we cannot fly the red ensign on this day. The CC 
understand Luing are doing something to commemorate the day. 
 

AGENDA  

Health 

Rhoda Thomson is our representative and there are no current issues to report.  

 

Roads and Bridges 

It was noted that Japanese Knotweed is thriving along Loch Seil.  
 
The grate at Tramway is due to be repaired once the road adoption process has gone through for 
the road.  
 
The extent of the growth of vegetation on the verges is now becoming a safety issue and cutting 
back is required.  
 
The CC is aware, and reassured that the bridges are checked regularly. It was asked whether 

there was a weight limit on any of the bridges. Cllr Robertson suggested that putting a limit on the 

bridges would restrict the needs of the community, particularly farmers. There is a contingency 

plan in the event any of the bridges become unusable.  

 

Police Report 

No police report was submitted for the meeting. 

 
Planning 
Julie Ferris reported on applications since the last meeting: 

• Monaveen Lodge, Ellenabeich: Partial replacement of kitchen roof. PENDING 
CONSIDERATION.   

• Monaveen Lodge, Ellenabeich: Non-material amendment to planning permission 
19/01339/NMA 
The CC would be in favour of any action which would move this project forward and are 
aware of efforts made by the owner to engage with A&B. Cllr Robertson agreed to make 
enquiries about this. 

• Arqiva Relay Television Transmitting Station, Grianan. Replacement of existing antenna. 
PENDING CONSIDERATION 

• The Old Coach House, Ellenabeich: Change of wall position. Linked to a previous 
application. PENDING CONSIDERATION 

https://peacepoleproject.org/


• Land 90 metres West of Cruach Scarba, Clachan Seil: Erection of 20m high lattice mast 
with antennae and dishes. Equipment cabins and fencing, and access track. PENDING 
CONSIDERATION  

• Sewage Works and Land West of Existing Works, Clachan Seil: New Waste Water 
Treatment works and associated buildings and fence. PENDING CONSIDERATION 

• 17 Easdale Island: Interior and exterior alterations, windows and doors. PENDING 
CONSIDERATION 

• 38 Easdale Island: Installation of flue and associated stone screen. PERMITTED 

• 4 Tramway Cottages: Installation of flue. PERMITTED 
 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Report from visit of Islands Minister/Scottish Government Islands Planning Consultation 
This visitation was to promote the consultation on the Scottish Government Islands Plan. The CC 
would encourage people to respond to this on-line. 

 
Easdale representatives reported their meeting had been very helpful. 

 
Seil representatives reported the issues raised with the minister had been: 

• Lack of IT connectivity in the village hall. The village and Seaview areas seem to have no 
problems so we are unsure what the issue is for the hall. Guy Knight suggested pursuing 
the matter with the service provider. 

• Mobile Phone coverage 

• Public Transport – lack of connections to other services e.g. train to Glasgow. The coach 
to Glasgow goes past the airport but doesn’t stop. Lack of evening services. 

 
Place Standard Tool 
This is a tool which scores areas of daily life which impact on the community and the results are 
plotted on a chart to identify areas for improvement. The CC had undertaken this exercise as a 
group and overall the results were that we lived in a safe place with many amenities. We would 
want to encourage people to complete this exercise on-line via A&B website.  

 
Local Development Plan 
The CC were expecting consultation on this during the summer. A member of the public advised 
she had been told it would be available in September.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Date and time of next meeting 
6.30pm Tuesday 24th September 2019 in Seil Island Hall 
 
 
 


