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Copy for the next issue should be sent to the editor, Sue,
by 31 January: scwfenton@gmail.com The Seileachan is
also available on the community website: http://seil.oban.
ws (together with full minutes and agenda) and on The
Slate: http://the-slate.freeforums.net
COMMUNITY COUNCIL (CC) MEETING, 27 November
Argyll & Bute Councillors Elaine Robertson and Kieron
Green, together with 31 members of the public, attended
the meeting in the Seil Island Hall. The Chair welcomed
Anne Foster, the new secretary. Argyll & Bute Council
(A&B) are no longer able to print minutes and agendas
free of charge for the meeting and an email distribution
list will be created for minutes and agendas to be
emailed prior to the meetings. Anne can be contacted on
seilandeasdaleccsec@btinternet.com if you would like to
be added to the list.
Scottish Water (SW) proposals for Seil
The Chair updated the meeting on events since the
previous CC meeting, noting in particular the CC’s
request for a meeting with SW which had been declined.
The council had received notification of a drop In event
on the 28 November and requested a plenary session at
this event, but again this was declined.
Argyll & Bute (A&B) Council Planning has determined
that an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will
not be required for the proposed works. Although there
was some concern from the meeting that the wider
environmental impact may not be taken into account, the
Chair noted that the Planning Officer has stipulated that a
considerable amount of information should be submitted
with any planning application to address the quality and
sensitivity of the site, with particular regard to issues
relating to the environmental impact, flora, fauna et al.  
A spokesperson for the stakeholder group gave an outline
of the history of the group, set up by Scottish Water, and
how it had come to the conclusion that site 1A was the
best option. The group included eight local residents, our
two A&B councillors and an independent expert and it
was chaired by Mike Russell MSP. The group spent 18
months looking at a wide range of options for fixing the
problems of waste water treatment on Seil.
The local members had a number of aims: the solution
had to maintain the natural environment and amenity
of Seil and ensure that waste water was managed in a
way that minimised the impact on our people and our
surroundings. In particular, any new facilities had to be
well away from housing and main roads, and hidden
from view as far as possible. In view of the failures of the
present system which employed new techniques, we also
required any solution to use tried and tested technology.
After lengthy discussions with Scottish Water technical
staff and the independent expert, the local members
unanimously decided that 1A most closely fulfilled the
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aims we had set and this view was endorsed by the wider
stakeholder group. Members of the stakeholder group
would be happy to give further details of why we believe
that 1A remains the best option for our community.
A representative of Save Our Seil (SOS) stated that many
in our community are disappointed that there will be no
EIA and, although this would have delayed the process
it would have meant that SW had to justify the choice of
site 1A above all others. As this proposal constitutes the
largest single infrastructure project that Seil will have seen
to date, the community needs to ensure that the correct
decision is made, for all of the right reasons.  
The meeting noted that SW were only dealing with the
immediate issue relating to problems with the installation
at Balvicar and the septic tank at Seaview. Ellenabeich
and Easdale did not come within their scope of works.
Bus service Ellenabeich
The CC is aware of the importance to the community
of the service bus and coaches for local businesses.
Alternative options for buses turning are being considered.
The council would welcome feedback and also support for
the bus service.
Parking at Ellenabeich
A useful site meeting has taken place to consider parking
issues around the area at Ellenabeich where cars park for
access to the Easdale ferry and where the public toilets
are. The meeting also included representatives from
Easdale Island. Two Designated Disabled Parking spaces
are to be marked out as soon as lining machines and crew
are available. Councillor Elaine Robertson confirmed that
the guidance relating to the measurements of Designated
Disabled Parking spaces would be adhered to.
It was noted that possible future changes to the law
relating to parking on pavements could have a major
impact if the area where cars currently park is classed
as a pavement. Should this arise, appropriate measures
will be taken by A&B Council to ensure the problem is
addressed.
Community Payback Order
The CC has responded to the survey suggesting local
tidying/cleaning/maintenance projects which could
be considered for this scheme. A suggestion, from an
Easdale resident, to repair a path on Easdale has been
received. Councillor Robertson advised that A&B Council
welcome suggestions and do often take them up.
Armistice Day Commemoration
The CC noted that our community is fortunate to have
such an active branch of the Royal British Legion
Scotland, which organised a very moving service and had
raised over £2,000 for this year’s Poppy Appeal. Stuart
Reid, on behalf of RBLS, thanked the community for their
generosity.

ROADS – Balvicar Bus Stop
Two reflective signs – SLOW DOWN CHILDREN – have
been purchased and positioned near to the bus stop on
either side of the road. It is hoped they will be effective
in helping drivers to be more considerate of other road
users on the Island.
Planning
There were no comments on the current planning
applications being considered by A&B. (for full details see
A&B website)
Fish Farms
A request please for members of the community to
consider signing a petition with regard to acoustic devices
being used illegally by fish farms as these impact on
marine animals. More information is available from David
Ainsley.

KILBRANDON CHURCH – ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
Thursday 13 December at 7pm
Carols by Candlelight with Seil Sound. Festive drinks and
nibbles.
Sunday 23 December at 10am
Godly Play for Christmas
Monday 24 December at 11.15pm
Christmas Eve Watchnight Service. Carol singing from
11.15 followed by the service at 1130
Tuesday 25 December at 11am
Christmas Day Service
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION SCOTLAND – EASDALE
BRANCH
We thought you might be interested to know where the
money you have so generously donated to the Legion
over the year by way of sales and events has ended up.
We have given £900 each to SSAFA, the War Blinded,
Erskine, the Gurkhas and Combat Stress. We also
Date & time of next meeting
donated £500 to Legion Scotland. In addition, of course,
Tuesday 22 January 2019 in Seil Island Hall, 6.30pm.
we recently collected £2,200 for Poppy Scotland. An
all-time record. This is a terrific amount for such a small
community and we would like you to know how much it is
SEIL ISLAND HALL
appreciated. Thank you!
There is a vacancy for a
The Parent & Carer Forum of Easdale Primary,
member of the Hall Committee.  
(formerly the Parent Council), thanks the local businesses
Why not get involved in the
who sponsored our very successful race night. Over £500
running of this great community
was raised to send our local children on a few different
asset? The committee meets at
Stramash adventures including an overnight for the
5pm on the first Sunday of each
eldest. Thank you to the supporters on the night! .
month. Contact any member
SEED FOR LIFE. FEED FOR LIFE
of the Committee if you’re
The 2017/2018 growing season in Bemvu was far from
interested or want
ideal with very little rain in December and January. To
more information.
further complicate the situation there was an invasion of
army worm.
November Lottery
However, in excess of 65 tonnes of additional maize was
£50
Dave Alsop
harvested in total which the people of Bemvu would not
£10
Maggie Thorpe, David Glennie, Ray Norris
have had prior to our intervention – a great result.
December Lottery
The school meal programme was run as a pilot for
£50
Dr Logan
two weeks prior to the school holidays, to iron out any
£10
Kate & John Lee, Kim Rowswell, John Wilson
problems; this resulted in an additional 130 school
children attending school for that period, so we are not
Friday 28 December, Festive Dance & Bar. Live music
only feeding the children but encouraging them to get an
from Hector Macfadyen. Tickets; £8 adults, £4 under 16.
education.
Everyone invited; all profits to hall development fund.
The school meal programme started again on 10
PHONE DIRECTORY
September feeding the infants which will increase in
The introduction of new Data Protection legislation
November to include the juniors. By January 2019
relating to use of personal information means that signed
through to the end of the school year in July all the school
consent is needed for individual details to be printed in
will be receiving one meal a day – between 1,300 and
the new directory. The legislation also no-longer enables
1,400 pupils.
an individual to produce the directory without them being
We are making a tremendous difference over in Malawi
registered as an ‘information holder.’ The directory will
and you should all be proud of your contribution. Now
now be organised through the CC. Thanks and grateful
we have started we cannot let our friends down – please
appreciation were given to John Gordon for doing such
continue to support all our attempts to raise funds for this
valuable and sterling work over the past years.
very worthy cause which is seeing results.
Please complete the slip below should you wish to
We have had a professional DVD made of life in Bemvu.
be included in the next edition of the Seil & Easdale
If you wish to purchase a copy, please contact Dave Alsop
Directory and return to any member of the Community
on 01852 30093 (all the proceeds go to S4L less
Council, the secretary (300025), or the shop:
production costs). SCIO Charity no: SCO48172
"................................................................................... ................................................................................."
Address:
Name:
Postcode:
Phone:

I/We would like our details to be published in the Seil & Easdale Directory. Signed:

